














Sisters’ travels: Month of April
•  Sr. Aileen Bankemper visited Sister Andrea Vasquez in Pueblo, CO; 
   both spent time with the Benedictine Sisters in Colorado Springs. 

•  Sr. Kimberly presented a day of reflection, Stability of the Heart, to the 
   Benedictine Sisters of Virginia as part of their year-long study of the 
   Rule of St. Benedict.

•  Sr. Rita Brink attended the annual meeting of subprioresses in 
   Beech Grove, IN.

•  Sr. Cathy Bauer attended the North American Benedictine Vocation 
   and Formation Conference (NABVFC) and was elected to join the 
   Core Team.

•  Sr. Aileen along with Sr. Lynn McKenzie facilitated the Visitation process for the Pittsburgh
   Benedictine community.

                                                                         •  Sr. Dorothy Schuette served as spiritual director in a weekend
                                                                            retreat at Bergamo, OH.
   
                                                                         April 20:  Br. Phillip Smith, CSC visited from Notre Dame, IN to
                                                                         share with the community his efforts on behalf of the canonization 
                                                                         of Br. Columba O’Neill, CSC. He recounted the healing of Sr. Lioba 
                                                                         Holtz of her life- threatening illness in 1923 while she studied at 
                                                                         Notre Dame. Sr. Lioba later served as prioress of St. Walburg’s
                                                                         1931-43.

                                                                        April 25-28:  Sisters signed up to pray with inmates of the Warren  
                                                                        Correctional Institution in Lebanon, OH, during a prayer vigil
                                                                        directed by volunteers of the Kairos Prison Ministry Team. 

                                                                        April 28: Sr. Barbara Woeste was honored at a retirement party for
                                                                        26 years of service to the diocesan cathedral parish.

May 19:  The community welcomed VMA Alumni to Sunday 
Eucharist before the annual gathering of alums for luncheon.

May 20:  Sisters Aileen and Rita Brink participated in the Leadership 
Conference of Women Religious Hub meeting on future planning.

June 7:  Bishop John Iffert and the Serra Club hosted the women 
religious of the diocese on the B & B Riverboat on this wonderfully 
cool June day.  

June 8: St. Walburg Benedictine Oblates treated the community to 
the annual Ice Cream Social, beginning with the Ky. Dulcimer Club 
for entertainment. 
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by: Sr. Mary Tewes

Sr. Andrea Vasquez, OSB

Sr. Cathy Bauer and the 
Core Team at NABVFC

Srs. Martha Walther and 
Nancy Kordenbrock at Serra Club outing.
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June 14-15: All members of St. Walburg Monastery considered 
together how to bring the values of Christ-centeredness, prayer, 
hospitality, stewardship and community into the future.

June 19: St. Walburg Monastery held a retirement luncheon for 
Rick Glendening and thanked him for over twenty years of service 
as one of the maintenance staff.

June 19: Sr. Mary Tewes, secretary of the Tri-State Associate 
Directors, took part in the annual meeting at Mount St. Joseph, 
Cincinnati. 

June 22: Several sisters walked in the Chase & Cole Memorial 5K in honor of Chase & Cole Fischer, Villa graduates,
to raise funds for one of the boys’ favorite benefits, The Boys & Girls Club.  

                                                              June 22 & 23: Sisters Dorothy Schuette and Cathy Bauer gave AIM mission
                                                              talks to two archdiocesan parishes. Donations are used to respond to the
                                                              needs of  monasteries in developing countries. AIM USA is the Alliance for
                                                              International Monasticism.

                                                              July 3: Sisters gathered to peel apples for the Pie Sale on July 4th.  
                                                              Maureen Smain, Sr. Nancy and crew baked 75 red, white & blue
                                                              pies: cherry, apple and  blueberry, benefitting 
                                                              the Emergency Shelter in Covington. 
                                                              Sold out!

                                                             July 5: Sr. Mary Carol Hellmann celebrated 
                                                             her 90th birthday with her four remaining 
                                                             siblings and a large gathering of friends.

                                                             Sisters’ travels: Month of July
•  Sr. Kimberly Porter attended Vision for the Journey: Living into Our 
   Emerging Future, a gathering of Benedictine sisters 55 & under from the 
   United States and  Mexico at Sacred Heart Monastery in Yankton, SD.

•  Sr. Dorothy Schuette and Oblate Margie Hardebeck attended the 
                                                      NAABOD Conference for Benedictine oblate 
                                                      directors in Schuyler, NE. 

                                                   •  Sr. Cathy Bauer attended the Eucharistic 
                                                      Congress in Indianapolis, IN.  

                                                   July 11:  Feast of St. Benedict – St. Walburg Monastery celebrated 165 years in 
                                                   Covington, KY with our oblates.

                                                   July 21-26:  Community retreat directed by Bonnie Thurston, New
                                                   Testament scripture scholar, writer, poet and an ordained Episcopal 
                                                   minister. Her focus was “The Women in John’s Gospel“  in which named 
                                                   and un-named women are in the spotlight.
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Sr. Christa Kreinbrink, Rick Glendening and 
Sr. Aileen Bankemper at retirement party.

Sr. Mary Tewes was busy peeling
 apples for the pie sale

Sr. Mary Carol Hellmann 
celebrating her 90th birthday

Bonnie Thurston,
Retreat director
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