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“With towering high-rise canopies, 

and rooted deep, 

you appeared as staunch sentinels 

enclosing the way” 

Sr. Sharon Portwood 

Goodbye 

To Our Giant 

Stately Oaks 



 

 For more than five years we have been working to sell acreage on 

the west end of our property. This decision came about as the community 

realized that our financial resources were not sufficient to care for our re-

tirement needs and support our mission. Recently the sale became a reality. 

We are grateful and relieved that the sale of land to Ashley Developers has 

finally taken place. 

  We are particularly appreciative of all 

who have aided us in this endeavor: NRRO 

(National Religious Retirement Office), our 

consultants, Plante Moran, the staff of PDS 

(Planning and Development Services of Ken-

ton County), members of the Villa Hills City 

Council who were in office at the time, Ger-

ry Dusing and Beverly Storm, our attorneys 

for the project, and all our friends. We look 

forward to seeing the Sanctuary Village pro-

ject developed by Ashley enhance the city of 

Villa Hills.  

And now. . . about the trees!  

 “I think that I shall never see a poem 

lovely as a tree” (Joyce Kilmer). Our pin oak trees at the entrance to the 

Monastery building were wonderful and majestic to behold! In recent years 

their branches became weaker and were unable to lift their “leafy arms to 

pray”. Weather and age created dangerous situations as branches kept fall-

ing. While I am writing this the trees are coming down – one branch at a 

time, one tree at a time. It is sad – it is necessary. As the psalmist says “Our 

lives last seventy years or, if we are strong, eighty years.” (Psalm 90; 10) 

The eight oak trees lived even a few years beyond their expected eighty. 

For many, the trees were one of our treasures. . . and so we say good-bye to 

them and await new trees to be planted in the fall.  

 

 Wishing everyone a continued blessed summer. 

 

 

   Sr. Aileen Bankemper, Prioress 
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The Chronicles 
by Sr. Andrea Collopy, OSB 

 

 

.  

Nov. 28   When Sr. Rita Brink 

returned this time from her respon-

sibilities in Pennsylvania, she re-

ported very good news! The prop-

erty and buildings of St. Joseph 

Monastery, St. Mary’s, PA have 

been sold to St. Mary Parish 

which has been sharing some of 

the buildings and facilities.  Finali-

zation of the sale will occur on 

Dec. 31.This will be a long-

awaited event. Sr. Rita has been 

working on this for several long 

years. 

Dec. 1 & 2-9   Sr. Dorothy 

Schuette requested prayer support 

from the community on Dec. 1 as 

she conducted a retreat day at the 

Hyde Park Community United 

Methodist Church in Cincinnati.   

On Dec. 2-9 Sr. Dorothy conduct-

ed a directed retreat for four partic-

ipants at the Jesuit Retreat Cen-

ter in Milford, OH. 

Dec. 2- 4  Sr. Mary Catherine 

Wenstrup left for St. Scholastica 

Monastery, Chicago, where she 

facilitated the process for the com-

munity’s development of direction 

statements in preparation for their 

upcoming election.  

Dec. 5  Earlier (Oct. 28 to Nov. 2), 

Sr. Cathy Bauer participated in 

NETWORK’s Nuns on a Bus trip 

from Washington, D. C. to West 

Palm Beach, FL.Today, Sr. Cathy 

gave a presentation with vivid pic-

tures of the places and persons in-

volved in the trip. The autographed 

bus, its internal conveniences and 

the ten religious women and four 

Network staff were the focus of 

today’s presentation. Vivid scenes 

from Virginia, North and South 

 For the past 6 1/2 years Sr. Rita Brink has been working 

with the Sisters of St. Joseph Monastery in St. Mary, PA. Her min-

istry has been as the administrator of this, the first Benedictine wom-

en’s community in the U.S; it was founded in 1852. In 2012, at the 

request of the councils of St. Joseph Monastery and the Federation 

of St. Scholastica, Sr. Rita became administrator at the monastery as 

they dealt with some major ques-

tions. See picture below for her 

blessing by Sr. Glenna Smith, then 

president of the Federation of St. 

Scholastica. 

 It was 2014, after much dis-

cernment, when community mem-

bers decided to sell the land and 

buildings, and its members transfer 

to other Benedictine communities. 

(The land and buildings were even-

tually transferred to the ownership of 

the local parish.) Sr. Rita would 

oversee the thousands of details in-

volved in this project, a difficult and delicate assignment. She would 

help the 17 sisters through the personal challenges of moving and 

would coordinate with the various groups involved in the closing. 

These groups ranged from the St. 

Scholastica Federation and St. 

Vincent Archabbey, an historic 

Benedictine community of men 

in Latrobe, PA, to the realtors, 

townspeople, parishioners and 

many other volunteer workers.  

 Sr. Rita heaped praise on 

one significant group of volun-

teers who, out of respect for the 

gift the monastic community had 

been to their town, worked tire-

lessly on major and minor tasks. 

Their great appreciation grew from the fact that in 1852 the first sis-

ters, destitute financially but rich in faith, came to a 10-year old ham-

let in the middle of nowhere and helped “build and save” a struggling 

settlement. In 2014 & ’15, out of gratitude and respect, descendants 

              Sr. Rita Brink: An Ending 

 and a Beginning 

Continued on next page 



 

Carolina, Georgia and Florida 

moved the adventure from begin-

ning to end.  Sr. Cathy’s explana-

tion of what was happening was 

most informative and interesting. 

Dec. 8   Oblate Vickie Cimprich 

gave a presentation this afternoon 

in the Infirmary Lounge. Sisters, 

Oblates and other interested per-

sons were present. The presenta-

tion was entitled Poetry’s Prayer 

and Work, primarily a reading 

and explanation of her poetry. Her 

poetry concerns  Catholicism in 

the KY mountain area and an an-

cient creek adjacent to part of 

Sheltower Trace in Lee County, 

Ky. Vickie lived in the area for a 

short time and has returned for 

over 20 years for private retreats. 

Mountain experiences and refer-

ence to actual places inundate her 

poetry. Frequent reference is made 

to  wildlife and growth, as well as 

to the importance of the Shaker 

religion, immigrants, Africa, and 

the Catholic presence in the Ky. 

mountain areas 

Dec. 12—18  Srs. Mary Cathe-

rine Wenstrup and Christa 

Kreinbrink left for St. Mary’s, 

PA to assist Sr. Rita Brink in 

clearing files and other chores to 

finalize the task of closing the 

monastery. 

 It’s not surprising that so much is 

happening at St. Walburg Monas-

tery as Christmas quickly ap-

proaches. A tree trimming party 

was held on the afternoon of Dec. 

15.  On Dec. 18 music students 

from VMA, NDA and St. Pius X 

School directed by Sr. Mary Car-

ol Hellmann, entertained with 

Christmas music in the lower lev-

el. 

of that town’s original pioneers volunteered literally countless weeks 

and months clearing out chicken coops, barns, sheds, and the 88,000 

sq. ft. main building with its numerous nooks, attics, and storage 

spaces. It didn’t end there. These contemporary volunteers organized 

all the finds, researched values, and decided the best way to dissemi-

nate the 160-year collection of articles. 

 Even before this long, complex process was over, the parish 

and townspeople organized a prayer service to honor and recognize 

the St. Joseph Monastery community. (See picture of St. Joseph 

Monastery below left.) 

In Feb., 2014 about 

1000 people participat-

ed to celebrate the role 

and impact of the sis-

ters on the town of St. 

Mary and its residents. 

 Finally, after 6 

½ years of Pennsylva-

nia living sprinkled 

with periodic trips 

back to KY, Rita bid her final good-byes to St. Mary friends and co-

workers and arrived home to stay on Feb. 22, 2019. It wasn’t long 

after that she put her antenna up to see what kinds of ministries in 

Northern Kentucky 

could utilize her skills 

developed over the years 

as teacher, principal, pri-

oress, and in other areas 

of ministry. She saw an 

ad in the Messenger,the 

Diocese of Covington’s 

newsletter, for a kitchen 

manager several nights a 

week, inquired, and was hired by Mary Rose Mission (see right) in 

Florence. 

 Mary Rose Mission is a non-profit organization started in 

Cincinnati by a group of volunteers who wanted to serve those in 

need. In 2013 they completed renovations on a building at Main and 

Shelby Ave. in Florence, KY, and opened a commercial kitchen to 

serve the hungry. They began serving evening meals two days a 

week; now they serve nightly.  

Sr. Rita Brink: An Ending  and a Beginning (cont’) 

Continued on next page 
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As Advent progresses, the wreath 

with its candles sheds light in the 

chapel and celebrations continue 

around the monastery. The Em-

ployee Christmas party was held 

in the lower level on the 21st. On 

Dec. 22 we welcomed the Small 

Family from VMA singing Christ-

mas carols.  

Dec. 25  Mary Lou Aldridge, a 

long-time member of our infirmary 

staff, lost her dear husband, Bob, 

on Christmas Day. His funeral was 

celebrated on December 30. 

Dec. 28   Sr. Helen Hergott died 

late today having suffered a stroke 

earlier. She had been a resident at 

Madonna Manor previous to her 

stroke, but returned to the monas-

tery shortly before her death. Her 

Vigil was celebrated in the monas-

tery chapel on Jan. 3 with her funer-

al Mass following on Jan. 4. 

Jan. 1 The feast of Mary, Mother 

of God was a beautiful and joyous 

celebration. Prayer partners were 

drawn for the coming year. The an-

nual Limburger cheese party, com-

pliments of our Chef Maureen 

Smain, was held in the afternoon.  

Other snacks were available for 

those who had little appreciation for 

limburger! 

Jan. 8  Srs. Cathy Bauer, Rose-

mary McCormack and Andrea 

Collopy continue their monthly 

Tuesday visit to Mary Rose Mis-

sion to serve the needy and home-

less. Sr. Joan Fraenzle volunteers 

there almost every Friday.  

Jan. 28 – 31   The annual visits of 

VMA Elementary School students 

occurred this week. In the mornings 

kindergarten and 1st thru 5th grades 

enjoyed games and conversation 

 Sr. Rita was hired by the Mary Rose administration to be a 

certified kitchen manager two nights a week. This meant she would 

supervise operations during meal time, for which she needed state 

certification. She took the class and received her certificate. She also 

trained to be a dining room manager, which includes overseeing 

greeters, servers, dish washers, and the clean-up process to prepare 

for the next day’s guests. Among the many volunteers who carry out 

these aspects of hospitality are four St. Walburg sisters. Srs. Andrea 

Collopy, Cathy Bauer, and Rosemary McCormack volunteer one 

day a month; Sr. Joan Fraenzle serves there once a week. 

 Sr. Rita may have even more ministry changes in her future. 

In late July she will attend a workshop on advancement and develop-

ment issues within Benedictine communities. This will deepen and 

expand her background in a field that is not entirely new, as many 

past ministries involved her with development, public relations, and 

related fields. The workshop  will enable her to participate more ex-

tensively as the St. Walburg community expands its vision in this 

important arena. 

 It seems ending her work in St. Mary’s, PA, has led Sr. Rita 

to more beginnings than one.  

 Sr. Colleen Winston, OSB   

Sr. Rita Brink: An Ending  and a Beginning (cont’) 

Silent Directed Retreat for Men and Women 

At St. Walburg Monastery Guest House 

November 8-10 

Retreatants will have private rooms at the Guest 

House and enjoy spiritual direction each of the three 

days in an environment of silence and beauty. This 

opportunity offers the retreatant the experience of 

praying the Liturgy of the Hours (Divine Office) 

with the monastic choir at the monastery. 

Fee: $175 

Register with Sr. Dorothy Schuette at  

dorothysosb@gmail.com or call 859-739-7520. 



 

with the Sisters in the monastery 

refectory.  A number of Junior 

High and High School students 

visited on Thursday, attending 

Noon Day Prayer in the monastery 

chapel. They brought their lunch to 

visit with the sisters in the dining 

room. 

Feb. 8  A large number from the 

Girls Challenge Group from 

Blessed Sacrament School came 

to our Monastery to play Valentine 

Bingo. The afternoon, complete 

with refreshments, was a real treat 

for the visitors and for the welcom-

ing Benedictine Sisters. 

Feb. 8-9  Sr. Aileen, along with 

Sr. Kathy McNany from Imman-

uel Monastery in Baltimore, MD, 

facilitated the process of forming 

direction statements at Monastery 

of the Immaculate Conception in 

Ferdinand, IN. 

Feb. 9  The annual Villa-Rama 

fund raiser for the benefit of Villa 

Madonna Academy was held at the 

Airport Marriot and called An 

Evening in Paris. Maureen 

Smain, our chef, was a big winner 

of $1,000 in gift certificates. The 

Fund-A-Need  this year was to 

fund materials for student and fac-

ulty safety, and this goal of 

$20,000 was achieved. 

Feb. 20-26  Sr. Aileen attended the 

Conference of Benedictine Prior-

esses. This year was a joint meet-

ing with the Abbots. Abbot Pri-

mate Gregory Polan and Sr. Su-

san Hutchins were presenters on 

the topic of hope. 

Feb. 23  Sr. Rita Brink returned 

home to St. Walburg Monastery 

today after having served as ad-

ministrator at St. Joseph Monas-

tery, St. Marys, PA for a little over 

For the past ten years Sister Kimberly Porter, OSB, has worked 
at Beech Acres Parenting Center in Cincinnati. The agency recent-
ly restructured to bring increased focus to addressing the needs of 
children and their families today. Sr. Kimberly and her co-workers 
experience the wrenching that change often brings, as well as the op-
portunity to serve families directly 
within their communities. 

 Sr. Kimberly did not know 
Beech Acres under its original name, 
the General Protestant Orphan 
Home, founded in 1849. The orphan-
age developed into a residential care 
program which closed in 1989, and 
then replaced it by a foster care pro-
gram and a variety of social services. 
Adapting to changing needs during 
the 170 years of its life, the agency 
ultimately centered on a core value: 
What is most important to a child’s 
life is the quality of parenting. 

 A licensed professional clini-
cal counselor and registered play therapist, Sr. Kimberly began to 
work at Beech Acres as a therapist in the behavioral health program. 
Sr. Kimberly’s position evolved into clinical supervision, as she be-

came increasingly 
skilled at assisting 
other therapists to 
achieve their goals. 
While this was a 
natural progression, 
she missed working 
as a therapist—the 
coaching of parents, 
the sand trays, fin-
ger puppets and 
myriad ways chil-
dren are invited to 
express the hard 
parts of life. 

 The restruc-
turing that Beech Acres is undertaking brings change to the agency 
and to those who work within it. It was not a new idea that to support 
a child’s needs, the agency had to engage the family and pay atten-
tion to those factors which put stress on family, school and communi-
ty relationships. Sr. Kimberly is very clear about that. She is now a 
manager in a newly named program, Beyond the Classroom. She 

Sr. Kimberly Porter’s New Position at 

  Restructured Beech Acres 

Continued on next page 
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six years.  Sr. Rita facilitated the 

closing of the monastery, assisting 

the Benedictine Sisters there in relo-

cating to other monasteries and sell-

ing the building and property. It was 

a tremendous task well done and all 

here at St. Walburg are grateful to 

have her home again. 

Feb. 24  Don Barth and his family 

sponsored their annual Ice Cream 

Social today in the monastery dining 

room. The community and guests 

enjoyed the plentiful treats. Sr. 

Mary Tewes taught Don in the sec-

ond grade. 

Mar. 1-3   Srs. Dorothy Schuette 

and Cathy Bauer conducted a silent 

directed retreat for eight participants 

who stayed at the Guest House dur-

ing this time. The group joined the 

monastery community for prayers 

and some meals. 

Mar. 4  Sr. Justina Franxman died 

early this morning having been a 

resident of the infirmary for several  

years. Her death was peaceful and a 

bit of a surprise. Her service to God 

and community was an example to 

all.    

In mid-March Sr. Lynn McKenzie, 

President of the Federation of St. 

Scholastica, sent a thank you letter 

to the community of St. Walburg 

Monastery for the valued services of 

Sr. Rita Brink in her years as a val-

ued administrator at St. Joseph Mon-

astery in St Marys, PA. Sr. Lynn 

indicated her heartfelt gratitude to 

this community for encouraging Sr. 

Rita with service to the federation 

and to St. Joseph Monastery. 

March 16 This morning Polly 

Stringer, a professional photogra-

pher and former VMA parent, took 

pictures of all the sisters. The last 

time this occurred was in 2009. 

Sr. Kimberly Porter’s New Position at 

  Restructured Beech Acres (cont’) 

will spend much of her time in a number of schools, coordinating 
with Beech Acres per-
sonnel within the school, 
as well as other partners 
who can effect needed 
change within “the sys-
tem”. 

 Sr. Kimberly sees 
coherence between her 

life as a Benedictine and her ministry at Beech Acres. She was wel-
comed within the agency from the day she began there, and now 
pays that hospitality forward.  In the restructuring she experienced 
the encouragement all were given to express their opinions, as St. 
Benedict admonishes the community to let even the youngest have a 
say. Sr. Kimberly says her work helps her to live out what she has 
professed. It leads her to practice listening in diverse ways. The inte-
gration of her life/work provides stability from which she carries out 
Beech Acres’ mission of Inspiring and equipping today’s parents, 
families and communities to raise capable, caring, contributing chil-
dren.  

   Sr. Christa Kreinbrink, OSB 

 On July 23 the community will welcome Eileen 

O’Connell who seeks to reenter the monastery. Eileen is no 

stranger to the community. Currently, she lives across the street 

from us and is and has been for 

24 years a “senior” member on 

the theology faculty of Villa 

Madonna Academy.  

 Having previously 

made a canonical novitiate, Ei-

leen’s program for reentry calls 

for a period of reintegration 

before she makes profession 

for three years. That will be 

followed by perpetual profes-

sion.  

 Eileen has a BS in Mar-

keting and a MA in Theology 

from St. John’s University, Collegeville, Minnesota. 

Welcome, Eileen O’Connell 



 

Look for our new pictures on our 

website (www.stwalburg.org)! 

March 23  Today Sr. Alice Gerde-

man, CDP, Provincial Superior of 

the Sisters of Divine Providence 

gave a presentation entitled Lent: a 

Justice and Peace Journey Toward 

Life as part of the Center of Spiritu-

ality. Twenty-five guests and many 

sisters attended. In her presentation 

Sr. Alice used the Passion and Death 

of Jesus and the life of St. Oscar 

Romero for personal and group shar-

ing. 

Sr. Dorothy lead a retreat day at St. 

Monica and St. George Parish in 

Cincinnati. There were twenty-five 

participants. 

 March 25-26  Srs. Aileen 

Bankemper and Nancy Korden-

brock participated in the Region Six 

meeting of the Leadership Confer-

ence of Women Religious. 

Mar. 28-30  Sr. Cathy Bauer at-

tended the Catholic Volunteer Net-

work Formation Program held in 

Washington, D.C.  The focus was on 

developing a volunteer program. 

Apr. 2-7    Srs. Mary Catherine 

Wenstrup and Kimberly Porter 

traveled to Bristow, VA, to assist in 

the process for election of Prioress.  

On their return they announced that 

Sr. Johanna Burley had been elect-

ed prioress. 

Apr. 4-7   Srs. Aileen Bankemper, 

prioress, and Nancy Kordenbrock, 

subprioress, attended the LCWR 

New Leader Workshop at the Cen-

ter for Development in Ministry in 

Mundelein, IL.   

Apr. 10    A welcome communica-

tion from Sr. Aileen Bankemper, 

prioress, appeared on our bulletin 

Born June 7, 1936 Yosemite, California 
Entered St. Walburg Monastery August 15, 1954 

Received Habit July 2, 1955 
Made First Profession August 24, 1956 

Died December 27, 2018  

Sister Helen Hergott was born in Yosemite, California on June 
7, 1936 to H. Stanley and Esther Bramlage Hergott. She was 
the oldest of three daughters. After the death of her mother, her 
father married Gabriella Blau, who brought her two sons and 
one daughter into the blended family. 

 

 Helen graduated from St. Henry High School in 1954 
and entered St. Walburg 
Monastery that August. She 
became a novice in 1955 and 
was known as Sister Stani-
slaus. First profession fol-
lowed in 1956 and perpetual 
profession in 1959. Sr. Hel-
en celebrated her silver jubi-
lee in 1981, golden in 2006 
and diamond in 2016. 

 

 Like many of the 
Benedictine Sisters, Sr. Hel-
en began teaching years be-
fore completing a college 
education. After many sum-
mers and weekend courses at 
Villa Madonna College she 
was awarded a Bachelor’s 
degree in Elementary Educa-
tion in 1965. An experienced elementary and religious educator 
by that time, Sr. Helen continued her education at Xavier Uni-
versity, from which she received a Masters in Education in 1975 
as a reading specialist. 

 

 Sr. Helen taught primary and intermediate grades at dioc-
esan elementary schools in Northern Kentucky from 1956 until 
1967. She taught at St. Ann’s in Manchester KY from 1967 to 
1976, and cherished the years she spent there. Returning to 
Northern Kentucky she spent ten more years teaching until be-
coming an elementary consultant from 1986 to 2001 at the De-
partment of Catholic Education. 

  

 From 2002-2004 Sr. Helen studied Pastoral Chaplaincy at 

Sister Helen Hergott 1936-2018 
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boards today. Eileen O’Connell has 

requested to re-enter this Benedic-

tine community. Eileen spent Holy 

Week with the community  She will 

officially join the community in  

July. 

Apr. 18-21  We celebrated these 

beautiful days of Holy Week with 

services and appropriate silence 

when recalling the passion and 

death of Jesus Christ. Many friends 

and relatives celebrated these holy 

days with the community. 

Apr. 22   A Memorial Mass was 

celebrated  in our chapel today for 

Barbara Reinders,VMA  ’64.  Bar-

bara died February 13.  Many rela-

tives and friends of Barbara attend-

ed the liturgy. 

Apr. 26-27  Srs. Mary Tewes and 

Sharon Portwood attended a two-

day retreat, The Spirituality of Sav-

ing Our Planet sponsored by the Tri

-State Conference of Associate 

(Oblate) Leadership at Providence 

Sisters’ St. Mary-of-the-Woods, 

Terra Haute, IN.  A business meet-

ing, retreat conferences on the envi-

ronment, and an Earth-Day Craft 

Festival were all included. The 

event was attended by Associate/

Oblate Leadership from seven reli-

gious communities. 

May 4   Our Annual Corporation 

Meeting was held this afternoon 

with an absorbing agenda.  After 

Evening Prayer the community held 

its annual Derby Day party and 

watched the  running of the Ken-

tucky Derby at Churchill Downs.  

The disqualification of the first 

horse caused quite a stir at Churchill 

Downs and, of course, at our Derby 

Party.   

May 6-9  Sr. Cathy Bauer attended 

Christ Hospital. She then served as a chaplain at St. Elizabeth 
Healthcare until 2011 when she retired. 

 

 Helen liked people. Her eyes sparkled upon meeting new or 
old friends. Helen was welcoming, gracious and warm. She laughed 
easily. Her health declined in the last few years, but not her agility. 
She challenged the community to keep up with her, until for her safe-
ty she was moved to the Memory Care Unit at Madonna Manor. 
She had a stroke and died peacefully on December 27, 2018. Helen is 
survived by her sister Ruth McGoron and brother, Jack Blau, many 
nieces and nephews, friends and her Benedictine community. Vigil 
service was held the evening of January 2 and the Mass of Christian 
Burial on Thursday, January 3, with interment following at St. Wal-
burg Cemetery. Memorials may be made to: Benedictine Sisters of 
St. Walburg Monastery, 2500 Amsterdam Rd., Villa Hills, KY 
41017. 

Sister Helen Hergott 1936-2018 (cont’) 

 Thursday, May 23, Sr. Sharon Portwood attended Eucha-

rist at St. Francis Seraph School in Cincinnati, Ohio. The 8th 

grade graduation followed. (Sr. Sharon had taught many years at 

St. Francis until her retirement last year.) She was greatly  sur-

prised after  Mass when  Mr. Mabry, principal, called her up to 

the front of church. When she was presented with a check for $500 

from a student-run penny war, she was overwhelmed!  The chil-

dren were delighted and expressed their appreciation with ap-

plause. She later learned that the fifth grade class (her former sec-

ond-grade religion students) was in charge. One of the girls told 

her she had gotten up really early to get to school during the “war” 

to count the pennies and silver, along with some other students.  

 The next week  Sr. Sharon delivered a beautiful  thank-you 

card, made by Sr. Emmanuel, and took it personally to available 

classes. The kindergarten class was especially delightful.  

 Sr. Sharon doesn’t know 

from where the idea  for the war 

came, but these children (and their 

families,  as well as the staff), will 

live on in her heart and prayer.  Af-

ter all, they are probably  the com-

munity’s youngest benefactors!                                                                                                             

St. Walburg Monastery’s Youngest Donors: 

St. Francis Seraph School 



 

the NRVC Lake Erie/Ohio Reli-

gion Conference entitled How to 

create a vocation contact plan and 

manage it. The conference was 

held at the Trina Spirituality & 

Conference Center, Sylvania, Ohio. 

Twenty-four vocation directors at-

tended. 

May 8  Today Sr. Kathleen Ryan 

and a group of seniors took the Co-

lonial Heights bus on a trip to 

Maysville, Ky. For an hour and a 

half they were tied up in traffic on I

-275 and used the time to laugh, 

tease and tell stories. Although 

they were over an hour late, the 

staff at DeSha’s Restaurant wel-

comed them with southern hospi-

tality and very good food. After 

lunch they had a guided tour of the 

city’s historical sites. The return 

trip was shorter with a good flow 

of traffic. 

May 19  Villa Madonna Acade-

my alumni celebrated the reunion 

of the classes of 1969 and 1994 at 

the alumni brunch today. A large 

group of alumni celebrated the oc-

casion by attending Eucharist with 

the Benedictine Sisters in the mon-

astery chapel. Laura Haskamp 

was honored for her 25 years of 

service to the Academy as an ele-

mentary school teacher. 

Mid-May  The ending of the 

school year will mean that the In-

firmary and Kitchen will lose quite 

a few of their high school aides 

who have served faithfully for 

many years—Anna Eisner, Abby 

Bezold. Lexie Lund, Olivia Mar-

tini, Emily O’Connell & Frank 

Stoddard from VMA;  Emily Eg-

bers, Emma Sheely & Samanatha 

Wichmann from Notre Dame 

Academy;  Conner Furnish  from 

 Sister Justina Franxman was born on April 23, 1928 
and adopted by J. Herman and Elizabeth Gripshover Franx-
man in October of 1929. Mary Louise gained three brothers up-
on her adoption. She 
cherished the years she 
worked in the family gro-
cery with her parents and 
brothers. 

 Mary entered St. 
Walburg Monastery in 
1948. She became a nov-
ice in 1949 and received 
the name Sister Justina. 
First profession followed 
in 1950 and perpetual 
profession in 1953. Sr. 
Justina celebrated her sil-
ver jubilee in 1975, gold-
en in 2000 and diamond 
in 2010. 

 Between 1950 
and 1963 Sr. Justina taught elementary grades at St. John’s Or-
phanage and at Villa Madonna Academy, and served as princi-
pal. By 1962 she completed work for her BA in Elementary Ed-
ucation at Villa Madonna College. In the next year her teaching 
took a different course when she was appointed Novice Director. 
For the next fifteen years Sr. Justina taught and mentored the 
newest members of the community, postulants, novices and 
scholastics, as part of the Formation Team. During this time she 
finished her work for an MA in Theology from St. John’s Uni-
versity in Collegeville, MN. She continued to teach at VMA and 
served as subprioress before her election as prioress of St. Wal-
burg Monastery in 1978. 

 Sr. Justina brought her own unique gifts to the office of 
prioress. She knew how to lead, to laugh, to worry, and to wel-
come. After two terms she went to Oregon to study spiritual di-
rection and served in that ministry (and in others) at home until 
her retirement and move to the infirmary in 2014. 

Sister Justina Franxman 1928-2019 

Born April 23, 1923 in Newport, Kentucky 

Entered St. Walburg Monastery September 8, 1948 

Received Habit June 30, 1949 

First Profession August 24, 1950 

Died March 4, 2019  



11 

 

Covington Catholic. They will be 

attending various colleges and uni-

versities throughout the country.  

May 31-June 5  Sr. Aileen 

Bankemper facilitated the election 

of prioress at the Monastery of the 

Immaculate Conception, Ferdi-

nand, IN.  

June 10  Those familiar with the 

eight pin oaks fronting St. Walburg 

Monastery will see a new picture 

after this day. The trees have be-

come a concern because of falling 

branches and will be cut down to-

day. The remnants will be hauled 

away and used for fuel elsewhere. 

New trees will be planted in the 

fall. 

June 21  Bishop Roger Foys and 

the Serra Club sponsored the an-

nual picnic for religious of the Dio-

cese of Covington today at Summit 

Hills Country Club. Many sisters 

from the communities were present. 

Each sister received a bag of useful 

gifts and special gifts were given to 

sisters for their service within the 

diocese. The picnic lunch was deli-

cious and deeply appreciated. Bin-

go, games and social mingling 

made up the rest of the afternoon. 

June 22 The Benedictine Oblates 

of St. Walburg Monastery hosted 

the annual Ice Cream Social this 

afternoon. The celebration was held 

in the monastery dining room. The 

party began with the dulcimer 

group. Then the Oblates served the 

sisters ice cream followed by bingo 

with multiple prizes for all. We are 

grateful to our Benedictine Oblates. 

June 27-July 3 Sr. Aileen gave a 

workshop and facilitated a process 

with Sr. Kathy Huber at St. Wal-

burga Monastery, Elizabeth, NJ.  

 One of the joys of Justina’s life was her discovery of her 
birth family in 2006. She learned that she was the daughter of 
Margaret Wiesman, and that she had living relatives nearby. This 
reunion was a source of warmth and wonder for her. The sharing of 
stories and photos enhanced her experience of family. She was 
welcomed, and she welcomed in return. 

 Sr. Justina’ death was unexpected and peaceful in the wee 
hours of March 4, 2019. She is survived by her sisters-in-law Mar-
ilyn Franxman, Patricia Jung, several generations of numerous 
nieces and nephews, friends and her Benedictine community. The 
vigil service was held Sunday evening, March 10, 2019 and Mass 
of Christian Burial on Monday, March 11, 2019. Interment fol-
lowed in St. Walburg Cemetery. Memorials may be made to: Bene-
dictine Sisters of St. Walburg Monastery, 2500 Amsterdam Rd., 
Villa Hills, KY 41017. 

Sister Justina Franxman 1928-2019 (cont’) 

 Last year when we experienced a theft of money and the 

gold rings of our deceased sisters, we realized that we needed to add 

some kind of security to the monastery. We looked at all the doors 

leading in or out of the monastery and made some changes to how 

they were locked or unlocked. We also realized that we needed a 

camera security system at various points inside and outside the 

monastery. 

 We applied to an organization called  Support Our Aging 

Religious (SOAR)  for a grant to fund the installation of a video 

surveillance system. We received the grant that funds the 16 camer-

as plus the installation! 

 Support Our Aging Religious, Inc. (SOAR!) is a non-

profit 501 (c)(3) organization which raises funds and provides 

grants to help Catholic religious congregations in the United States 

care for their elderly and infirm members. These grants address 

practical immediate needs such as renovations for accessibility, au-

tomatic doors, hospital beds and assistive devices. This assistance 

ensures the safety, peace of mind, and dignity of aging and infirm 

sisters, brothers and priests. It was founded in 1986 and depends 

upon the donations of others. We are most grateful to the organiza-

tion and will remember the staff and donors in our prayers. For 

more information see:  https://soar-usa.org/about/ . 

A Grant for Security from SOAR 

(Support Our Aging Religious) 

https://soar-usa.org/about/


 

This list represents those who made donations to the community 

 from Jan. 1-Dec. 31, 2018 
 

Bob & Mary Ahr 

Jim & Toni Akers 

Jacqueline Eibel Alexander 

Rose Marie Allen 

Sarah E Andrews 

Joseph Anhofer 

Dr. & Mrs. Howard Anneken, Jr. 

Anonymous 

Leo Arlinghaus 

Ms. Martha Arlinghaus 

John Avalos 

Elisabeth A. Balonis 

John & Charlene Bankemper 

James & Martha Baranec 

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Bateman 

Mary E. Bauer 

Norb & Pauline Baumann 

Tom Beck 

Mrs. Carol Bell 

Elaine Berberich 

Robert A. Berling, Jr. 

Marilyn & Teresa Bertke 

Dorothy T. Bhola 

Charles & Jackie Biery 

Estate of Margaret Bimel 

Barbara T.  Blank 

Mr. & Mrs. John Blau 

Mrs. Regina Boehmer 

Debbie Bogenschutz 

Mr. & Mrs. Craig Bohman 

Annmarie Bogusz 

Mr. & Mrs. Kerry Booker 

Mr. Gary Bowman 

Elizabeth A. Boyd 

James & Nancy Bradley 

Ernest A. Brady, Sr. 

Rita & Bill Brake 

Betty Sue Brandner 

Mark & Karen Braun 

Joan Breetz 

Carol Brinkley 

John Brinkley 

Clark Brittain 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald R. Brockmeier 

Dr. Dick & Mary Broeg 

Jaqualine Brumm 

Judith Buder 

Mrs. Joan Burke 

Mary & Margaret Byron 

Ann Cahill 

Virginia Cahill 

Joyce & Butch Callery 

Helen Carroll 

Michael & Sandra Carter 

Gina Casey 

Mr. & Mrs. Winn Chadwick 

Peggy Chandler 

Charlene & Chris Fieger 

John & Vickie Cimprich 

Mrs. Joyce A. Cissell 

Mary Fran Clarke De Toro 

Nancy S. Clemons 

Mr. & Mrs. R. Clinton 

Mary Coleman 

Charles Compton, Jr. 

Kathleen Conway 

Joan Cornett 

Anne Marie Cors 

Mary Louise Cross 

Mrs. Lucy Daigle 

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Darpel 

June Dineen 

Theresa Haines Djahanshahi 

Charlene Doll 

Martha Donahue 

Mrs. Helen Dressman 

Mary Sue Dressman. 

Timothy C Dressman 

Mr. & Mrs. David Due 

Mark and Gail Dwertman 

Judith & Edward Egan 

Mary Kay & George Egan 

Tom & Ann Egbers 

Eleanor & Richard Goering 

Mr. Fred Elgrim 

Mrs. Caroline Embry 

Sharon R. Enzweiler 

Miss Judy Evans 

William & Carol Fausz 

Donna Feder 

Fisher Auto Parts 

Donna M. Flick 

Mrs. Mary Anne Foss 

Mr. & Mrs. Denny Foster 

Bill & Joy Fotsch Family Fund 

Ms. Emily A. Franxman 

Marilyn Franxman 

Mr. Paul Franxman 

Mr. Walter Franxman 

Mrs. Barb Frooks 

Mary Gajnak 

Mary Elizabeth Garcia 

Patrick Gaughan 

Rick &  Anne Gaunder 

Marie Gemmell 

Maureen G. Gerrein 

Ann Gilkey 

Ms. Maureen Gilmore 

Ginger & Joseph Watkins 

Joyce and Dennis Giuffre 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Goedde 

Maryann G. Grimm 

Mr. & Mrs. Carl Gripshover 

Ms. Kathy Gripshover 

Mr. & Mrs. R. J. Gripshover 

Paul & Vicki Gruszniewski 

Gina Guadagno 

Mary & Martin Haas 

Cleo B. Hall 

Jack Hanson 

Paul A.S Harvey 

Dennis J. Heeb 

Martha Heidkamp 

Daniel Heidrich 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Hellmann 

Mrs. Mary Patricia Hemmer 

Rev. Robert J. Henderson 

Rae Reyonolds Herbst 

Juanita Hergott 

Margaret Heyl 

Mary Heyl 

Sharon R Hill 

Ms. M. Gabrielle Hils 

Raymond J. Hils 

Nancy Hiltibrand 
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Mary Lou Hinton-Cain 

Carol Hodge 

Paul & Ellen Holtz 

Lynne & Joe Horning 

Mrs. Mary Huhn 

David M. Hulefeld 

Susan A. Hull 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Humpert 

Stephen & Deborah Ives 

Justina Jarman 

Irene Jentz 

Joe & Mary Lou Marusin 

Laura E. Jones 

Patty & Charlie Jung 

Jean Kaiser 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Kalker 

Kathy & Larry Krech 

Mrs. Helen F. Keesee 

Mike & Mary Kellerman 

Janice Kennedy 

Carol & John  Kerr 

Kevin & Maria Molony 

Ann Klenda 

Jayme Klosterman  

   & Carl Sharpiro 

Nancy & Richard Klus 

J. A. Kohlhepp 

C.M. Kostrzewa 

Gwendolyn & Al Krebs 

Mr. Harold Kremer 

Lou & Margie Kreuzer 

Jacquelyn Kriege 

Jim & Cecilia Kumpf 

Jessie & Stephen Lamantia 

Mary Patrick Latham 

Sue Ann Lazar 

Gerald A. & Mary Beth Lea 

Joyce Leach 

Sr. Mary Ruth Leandres, OP 

Thelma & Patricia Lee 

Peggy & Kenneth Ray Leech 

Frances Lewis 

William Lloyd 

Mr. & Mrs. Jas. Lockhart, Jr. 

Miss Carole Lonneman 

Jane & Stephen Lorenz 

Jeannine Ludwig 

Mary Lueke 

Helen & Dennis Lutz 

Tom & Pamela Lux 

Mary Alice Mairose 

Darinda Ramey-Marriner 

Dan & Rachel Martis & Family 

Frank & Judy  Mayfield, Jr. 

Joan McAlonan 

Lois McClure 

Cherylann McFetridge 

Roselyn & Dale McPhillips 

Rev. James Meade 

Mr. Al Meese 

Dan & Susan Meier 

Steve & Jane Meier 

Vonda Melton 

Dr. & Mrs. Richard Menke 

Gary & Kathy Menne 

Joyce Ann Metz 

Jon & Connie Meyer 

Leo & Maureen Meyers 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Michalack 

Mr.  William Miller 

Michael E. Molony 

James & Susan Mueller 

C.  Dianne Murray 

M. Jennifer & Robert A. Murray 

Mary Ann Nestheide 

Linda & Vincent Notorgiacomo 

Maureen O'Malley 

Heather  Sheenan O'Brien 

Paul & Beverly O'Daniel 

David  Oldendick 

Mr. & Mrs. B. J. Ory 

Margaret N. Owens 

Mike & Sue Page 

Pat & Nancy Ryan 

Paul & Patricia Bethell 

Rita S. Pavur 

Mary & John Pickitt 

Jeffrey Porter 

Mr. & Mrs. John Portwood 

Ruth & Dr. Alvin D. Poweleit 

David & Patricia Quast 

Martha & Mike Queenan 

Ann Rabe 

Eduardo A. & Sheila A. Rabel 

Joseph & Gertrude Ralenkotter 

Ralph & Shawn Schuler 

Mary Leonhard Ran 

Tom & Carol Rasp 

Mr. Charles Rechtin 

Mrs. Mary Jo Rechtin 

Mr. James T. Redwine 

Peyton & Mary Louise Reed 

Sherrill Remke 

Connie Renker 

Donna &Thomas Rentz 

Mr. William B. Rice 

Lois Ricketts 

Mary Ellen Rinklin 

Sara Robinson 

Elinor A. Robke-Comer 

Mark & Sheree Rodgers 

Lynne & David Roeding 

Denise & James Romer 

Janis and Michael Rooney 

Ann K. Ross 

Judith Rouse 

Geri  Rowan 

Joseph Ruark 

Agnes Rumker 

Rev. Albert E. Ruschman 

Ryan & Erica Ecken 

Kathleen D. Ryan 

Ronald Sagan 

Marie Blau Salazar 

Tom Scally 

Barbara Baumann Schaefer 

Carol B.  Schaefer 

Robert & Mary Jo Scheben 

Denise Schickling 

Joe & Ginny Schmidt 

Rev. Leo Schmidt 

Tony Schmidt 

Henrietta Schneider 

Mr. & Mrs. Jace Schneider 

Deborah J. Schoolmaster 

Richard & Blanche Schuh 

Thomas & Maria Schuh 

Mrs. Therese Schuler 

James E. Schumacher 

Carol Schwanenberger 

Patricia Scott 

   



 

  

Mrs. Ruth Seligman-Doering 

Dr. Sudhir Sen 

Serra Club for Vocations, 

 Northern Kentucky 

Nancy Maiko Shafer 

Richard & Regina Siegrist 

Alanna M. Sininger 

Mrs. Alice C. Slone 

Maureen Smain 

Elaine Burke Smith 

James & Amanda Smith 

Patty Squibb 

Joe & Regina Stambush 

Robert & Joan Stark 

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Stauber 

Richard Joseph Staudigel 

Nancy D. Staurovsky 

Arlene Stephenson 

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Stiegler 

Heidi Stringer 

Sr. Rose Sullivan, SCN 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Sulzer 

Richard & Regina Siegrist 

Jane Terwort Summe 

Mrs. Judith Sweet 

Frances & Jeffrey Tarvin 

Sandra Taylor 

Dan & Darlene Tewes 

Stephanie Tewes 

Elaine Thebus 

Stephen & Deborah Theissen 

Sylvia & Michael Thiel 

Ryan Tomlinson 

Theresa Tran 

Ms. Ruth Traut 

Gayle Underdown 

Mrs. Ginny Van Hagen 

Skip & Diane Vara 

Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Vaske 

Joyce Vogelpohl 

Betty Lou Volker 

Teresita & Walker J. Wallace 

Rev. Steven Walter 

Cheryl & Tim Weber 

Gene A. & Stella Weber 

Paul & Kathleen Webster 

Teresa Werner 

Donna  Wesseler 

Rev. Jack Wessling 

Joseph Wessling 

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory West 

Mike & Mary Jo Whelan 

James & Karen Wigger 

James C. Wilder 

Kathleen & Hank Wise 

Marylou & Charles Williams 

Margaret Wood 

Gene & Sue Woolridge 

Mary Wright 

Mary M. Wurtz 

Virginia & Charles Yancey 

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Young 

Mr. John Zalla 

Joan Zembrodt 

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Zumbiel 

 

     In Honor of  
 

 

All the Benedictine Sisters 

who taught us at Mary, Queen 

of Heaven, Blessed Sacrament 

and Villa Madonna Academy 

   Tom & Carol Rasp 

 

Martha Arlinghaus 

   Betty Sue Brandner   

 

Sr. Aileen Bankemper, OSB 

   Elizabeth A. Boyd 

   Maureen G. Guerrin 

   Mary Jo Rechtin 

 

 Sr. Aileen Bankemper's 

 installation as prioress 

   John & Charlene Bankemper 

   Mike & Mary Jo Whelan 

 

Sr. Andrea Collopy, OSB 

   Martha Donahue 

   Frank & Judy Mayfield, Jr. 

 

2018 Jubilarian Dominican 

Sisters of Peace 

     Sr. Mary Ruth Leandres, OP 

 

Sr. Victoria Eisenman, OSB 

   Mr. & Mrs. John Blau 

   Joan Breetz 

 

 Sr. Justina Franxman,OSB 

   Mr. & Mrs. Charles Goedde 

   Ms. Emily A. Franxman 

   Marilyn Franxman  

   Mr. Walter Franxman     

   Mrs. Mary Patricia Hemmer 

   Dan & Rachel Martis & Family 

   Mr. & Mrs. Jace Schneider 

 

Sr. Margaret Mary Gough, 

OSB 

   Nancy & Richard Klus 

 
Srs. Margaret Mary, Denise & 

Stella Gough, OSB 

   Mr. & Mrs. Gregory West 

   Mary Elizabeth Garcia 

Sr. Joan Gripshover, OSB 

   Susan A. Hull  

 

Sr. Deborah Harmeling, OSB 

   Rev. James Meade    

    

 The 80th birthday of 

   Fr. Robert J. Henderson 

   Joe & Ginny Schmidt 
 
Sr. Ann John Kotch, OSB 

   M. Jennifer  

      & Robert A. Murray 

 

 100th Birthday of Dolores 

    Anneken Landwehr 

       Mrs. Joyce A. Cissell  

 

Nuns on the Bus 

   Deborah J. Schoolmaster    
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Peg Owens 

   Mr. & Mrs. Jim Young 

 

Sr. Emmanuel Pieper 

who is celebrating 70  

years of monastic profession 

   M. Jennifer &  

     Robert A. Murray 

 

Sr. Emmanuel Pieper, OSB 

   Mrs. Mary Huhn 

   Dr. & Mrs. Richard Menke 

   James & Susan Mueller    

    

 Sr. Sharon Portwood, OSB 

   Mr. & Mrs. John Portwood 

 

Retired sisters of St. Walburg 

Monastery 

   Henrietta Schneider 

 

The Ruschmann Girls 

   Agnes Rumker  

 

Sisters Joseph, Agnes & David 

Ruschmann, OSB 

   Agnes Rumker 

 

Sr. David Ruschmann, OSB 

   Lois Ricketts 

   Mrs. Alice C. Slone   

    

 Sr. Kathleen Ryan, OSB 

   William & Carol Fausz 

 

Sr. Dorothy Schuette, OSB 

   William & Carol Fausz  

 

Sr. Henrietta Seiler, OSB 

   Margaret Heyl 

   Paul & Ellen Holtz 

   Skip & Diane Vara 

 

Butch & Mary Ann 

Wainscott's 50th Wedding 

Anniversary 

     Robert A. Berling, Jr. 

     Charlene & Chris Fieger 

     Eleanor & Richard Goering 

     Daniel Heidrich 

      Mr. & Mrs. Donald Hellmann 

      Jean Kaiser 

     M. Jennifer & 

        Robert A. Murray 

     Sherrill Remke 

     Geri Rown 

     Robert & Joan Stark 

     Kathleen & Hank Wise 

 

Sr. Mary Tewes, OSB 

    An appreciative former student 

    John & Mary Pickitt 

 

Srs. Martha Walther, Andrea 

Collopy, Charles Wollking, 

Henrietta Seiler, Mary Carol 

Hellmann, Joan Fraenzle, Hel-

en Hergott, OSB 

      Joyce Leach 

 

 Sr. Charles Wolking and all 

the Benedictine Sisters I served 

with at Madonna Manor 

    Nancy Hiltibrand 

 

 

Vocation Outreach, 

    Serra Club for Vocations 

      Northern Kentucky  

 

Sr. Mary Catherine Wenstrup,  

  OSB 

    Benedictine Oblates 

    Joan Breetz    

 

 Sr. Barbara Woeste, OSB 

    Gene & Sue Woolridge  

 

Sr. Mary Peter Youtsey, OSB 

    Lois McClure 

 

     In Memory of  

 
Doris Lee Hall Akers 

   Jim & Toni Akers  

   

 Bob Aldridge 

   Steven & Deborah Ives 

    Roselyn & Dale McPhillips 

    Dan & Darlene Tewes  

   

 All my deceased Benedictine 

    friends 

   Joyce Leach    

 

The Anneken Sisters (Srs. 

Gemma, Clarita, Xavier & 

Juanita) 

   Mr. & Mrs. Jim Stiegler 

 

Sisters Clarita & Xavier 

Anneken, OSB 

   Elaine Thebus  

   

 Sr. Gemma Anneken, OSB 

   Janice Kennedy 

       

 Sr. Martina Arnold, OSB 

   Dorothy T. Bhola   

   

 Audrey & Denise Gilmore 

      Ms. Maureen Gilmore 

 

 Pam Schoborg Barnhorst 

   Mr. Al Meese 

 

 John Bauer 

   Mary E. Bauer 

 

 Patricia Beatty 

   Ann Gilkey 



 

 

 Mary Beck 

   Tom Beck 

 

Benedictine Sisters 

who taught at St. Theresa 

School 

    Rose Marie Allen 

 

Benedictine Sisters of Coving-

ton, LA 

   Anonymous 

   

 Elaine Berberich Family 

   Elaine Berberich 

 

 Carl Bertke 

   Marilyn & Teresa Bertke 

 

 Vickie Bowman 

   Mr. Gary Bowman 

 

 Helen Hohnhorst Brannen 

   June Dineen 

 

 Carol Brinkley 

     John Brinkley 

     

 John W. Cahill 

    Suzanne Grethel 

    Susan Leidecker 

    Kit Leroux  

    Margie Maschmeyer 

    Mr. & Mrs. Richard Michalack 

    Mike & Mary Jo Whelan 

    Vincent & Sandra Wilkoski 

    Gene & Sue Woolridge 

        

 Pete Cahill 

   Virginia Cahill  

 

 Sr. Betty Cahill, OSB 

   Virginia Cahill 

  

 

Sr. Mary Lawrence Cannon,  

   OSB 

   Cleo B. Hall  

    

 Kim Collins 

   Ryan Tomlinson  

    

 Sr. Carla Cook, OSB 

   William Lloyd 

    

 Sr. Cecilia Daigle, OSB 

   Mr. & Mrs. Ray Bateman 

   Mr. & Mrs. Denny Foster 

   Mary Lou Hinton-Cain 

   Lou & Margie Kreuzer    

   Mr. & Mrs. Richard Michalack 

   Mr. & Mrs. B. J. Orly 

    Rita S. Pavur 

   Mr. & Mrs. Charles Sulzer     

    

Cathy Dietrick (VMA1979) 

    Charlene Doll 

       

 The Higdon Family--living and 

     deceased 

   Judith & Edward Egan  

    

 Sr. Margaret Mary Dressman,  

    OSB 

   Sarah E Andrews   
   Helen Carroll 
   Mrs. Helen Dressman 
   Mary Sue Dressman 
   Timothy C Dressman  
   Jessie & Stephen Lamantia 
   Mr. & Mrs. Richard Michalack 
   Kevin & Maria Molony 
   Kathleen D. Ryan 
   Pat & Nancy Ryan 
   Ralph & Shawn Schuler      
   Mrs. Therese Schuler 
   Mrs. Judith Sweet 
   Frances & Jeffrey Tarvin 
       Fund  

   

    

Sr. Joann Dziolek, OSB 

   Annmarie Bogusz   

    

Sr. Regis Egger, OSB 

   Anna Klenda  

    

Elaine Fedders 

   Joan Breetz  

    

Sr. Martha Feder, OSB 

   Mary Louise Cross 

   Theresa Haines Djahanshahi 

   Miss Judy Evans 

   Donna Feder 

   Mrs. Barb Frooks  

   Joyce and Dennis  Giuffre 

   Mary Lou Hinton-Cain 

   Jane & Stephen Lorenz  

   Rev. James Meade  

   Mr. & Mrs. Richard Michalack 

   Michael E. Molony 

   Janis and Michael Rooney 

  Teresita & Walker J. Wallace 

   Rev. Steven Walter 

     

John H. Franxman 

   Mr. & Mrs. Kerry Booker 

   Ms. Emily A. Franxman 

   Marilyn Franxman 

   Mr. Paul Franxman  

   Dan & Rachel Martis & Family 

  Mr. & Mrs. Jace Schneider  

  

Alma Fricke 

   Peggy Chandler 

   The Herbst Family Revocable 

       Trust 

   Kathy & Larry Krech 

    Joyce Vogelpohl  

   Mrs. Ginny Van Hagen  
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 Sr. Jeanette Frisch, OSB 

   Bob & Mary Ahr 

   Mr. & Mrs. David Due 

   Marie Gemmell 

   Leo & Maureen Meyers 

   Mr. & Mrs. Richard Michalack 

   Mrs. Therese Schuler  

   Mrs. Ginny Van Hagen 

   

 Sr. Geraldine Gajniak, OSB 

   Ronald Sagan    

    

 Sr. Joanne Garnett, OSB 

   Carol Brinkley 

 

Audrey & Denise Gilmore 

    Ms. Maureen Gilmore  

    

 Sr. Immaculata Haar, OSB 

   Mr. & Mrs. R. Clinton   

    

 Mike Harmeling 

   Marilyn & Teresa Bertke  

 

Sr. Helen Hergott, OSB 

    Mr. & Mrs. John Blau 

   Juanita Hergott   

    

 Rev. William H, Hinds 

   Jaqualine Brumm    

    

 Sr. Judith Hock, OSB 

   Rev. James Meade   

 

Martha Huheey 

   Marilyn & Teresa Bertke   

    

Sr. Frances Jacobs, OSB 

   Mr. Al Meese 

 

  

John Kotch 

    Elisabeth A. Balonis   

    

Sr. Lois Elaine Krouse,   OSB 

   Jack Hanson    

    

Mr. & Mrs. Ferd   Kruetzkamp 

   Ann K. Ross   

    

Ursula Meier 

   Steve & Jane Meier  

   

Pamela J. Neal 

   Norb & Pauline  Baumann 

   Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Darpel 

   Maryann G. Grimm 

   Mr. & Mrs. Jack Kalker 

   Jacquelyn Kriege 

   Joan McAlonan 

   Dan & Susan Meier 

  Gary & Kathy Menne  

   Mr. & Mrs. Richard Michalack 

   Mary Ellen Rinklin 

   Mark & Sheree Rodgers 

   Tony Schmidt 

   Richard & Blanche Schuh 

   Carol Schwanenberger 

   Nancy Maiko Shafer  

   Richard Joseph Staudgell 

   Heidi Stringer 

   Ginger & Joseph Watkins  

   

  Pauline Brandner Nitschke 

     Patty & Charlie Jung  

   

  Elizabeth O'Daniel 

    Anonymous 

    Paul & Beverly O'Daniel 

 

    

 Sr. Esther O'Hara, OSB 

   Clark Brittain 

   Marilyn Franxman 

   Mr. & Mrs. Richard  Michalack 

   Mr.  William Miller 

   Judith Rouse 

   Henrietta Schneider 

   Richard & Regina Siegrist  

   Mrs. Ginny Van Hagen 

   Cheryl & Tim Weber 

   James & Karen Wigger   

 

Sr. Marian Oldendick, OSB 

   David Oldendick    

    

 Paul J. & Rose K. O'Connell 

   Peggy & Kenneth Ray Leech 

   

 Charlotte & Charles  Pieper  
      Joe & Mary Lou Maurusin 

    

 Joyce Quinlan 

   Rose Marie Allen 

 

  Deceased members of the 

    Ramler Family 

     Mr. & Mrs. Lee Stauber 

    

 Sr. Philomena Rarreick, OSB 

   Carol Hodge  
   David M. Hulefeld     
   Mr. & Mrs. Richard Michalack 

   Mr.  William Miller 

   Donna &Thomas Rentz 

   Robert & Mary Jo Scheben 

   Mrs. Ginny Van Hagen 

   Cheryl & Tim Weber 

    

 Carole Sue Bonfield Rechtin 

     Mr. Charles Rechtin  

 

 Beth Menke Redwine 

   Dr. & Mrs. Richard Menke  

   

Tom Robinson 

   Sara Robinson  

  



 

William Scheper 

   Steve & Jane Meier 

  

George & LaVerne Schewe 

   Jim & Cecilia Kumpf    

 

Schumacher Family 

   James E. Schumacher   

 

Susan Spellman 

   Betty Lou Volker   

 

Srs. Mary Anne Wolking & 

Pauline Rice, OSB 

   Nancy & Richard Klus  

    

Ronald Staurovsky 

   Nancy D. Staurovsky 

 

Maureen Sullivan 

   Anonymous  

 

 

  

  Sr. Dominic Sullivan, OSB 

    Anonymous 

   Sr. Rose Sullivan, SCN 

  

Nancy Zeller Tepe 

   Nancy Zeller’s Classmates 

    

 Sr. Marilyn A. Thiel, OSB 

   Syliva & Michael Thiel   

 

Tom Thiel 

   Sylvia & Michael Thiel   

    

 Sheila Walsh Turney 

   Mr. & Mrs. Richard Michalack  

      

Louise Vogelpohl 

   Joyce Vogelpohl 

 

Rita Wagner 

   Joyce Vogelpohl 

 

 

 

 

    

Srs. Anselma & Veronica 

        Weibel, OSB 

   Sharon R. Enzweiler  

  

Weibel-Ramler Families 

   Mr. & Mrs. Lee Stauber    

 

Adelaide Wessling 

   Joseph Wessling 

    

Sr. Teresa Wolking, OSB 

   Michael & Sandra Carter 

       

 

We make every effort to keep our listings 

of donors error free. If you find any mis-

takes, please accept our apologies and 

contact Sr. Deborah Harmeling, OSB 

(859-331-6771 or sdhosb@yahoo.com) 

about corrections. 

  

We have had a community blog entitled Reflections from the School for the Lord’s Service since         

September 22, 2011. The address is http://stwalburg.blogspot.com/ . We add a new post every 

Wednesday, and sixteen sisters contribute posts. If you haven’t visited our blog, please join our readers 

from the United States and all over the world, including Russia, Malayasia, France, the United King-

dom, Indonesia, India, the Netherlands, Japan, Italy and the Philippines to read the thoughts and reflec-

tions of our community members. 

http://stwalburg.blogspot.com/
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                   To the Oaks 
 
 
 
Hail, giant stately survivors,                                                                          
Weathering frigid winds and humid heat, 
 lavishly popping kernels of acorns on the walk be-
neath, 
(as everyone knows who has crunched through them) 
Urging life to upspring into the future. 
 
You were young’uns, yourselves,  
eighty years or so ago.                                                                                                    
You out-sized your neighbors.  

With towering high-rise canopies, and rooted deep,  
You appeared as staunch sentinels enclosing the way. 
 
You always had room for more inhabitants,                 
from the hidden, least noticed, down-deep creature 
 to the most melodious bird or roguish squirrel. 
You urged life to upspring into the future. 
 
Your presence welcomed Sunday visiting relatives and friends – 
 children played under you, crisscrossing your leafy, shadowed patterns.   
You witnessed laughter, joy and, sometimes, tears. 
Many a soul intuitively sensed your strength, stability, awesomeness, 
 And, hopefully, left refreshed.   
 
You will be remembered (not just in Sr. Mary’s album).  
 In the ground nurtured by your deepest-down strands, 
 young’uns (Oaks? We don’t yet know) will grow…  
green and full and vibrant with life –  
the new Guardians of the monastery way – 
 inviting all who enter here, to seek peace and pursue it.  
 That in all things God may be glorified! 
 

  Sr. Sharon Portwood 
      6/12/19 

 
 
 



 

S A V E  T H E  D A T E 

The Benedictine Sisters of St. Walburg Monastery invite you to join us 

for a Morning of Reflection entitled  

Meeting Teresa of Avila 

Presented by Sr. Deborah Harmeling, OSB 

Saturday, October 26, 2019 

9:30 am—Noon 

Lower Level of Monastery 

Call Sr. Deborah Harmeling at 859-331-6771 

or email sdhosb@yahoo.com for reservations. 

$20 fee includes snacks and materials. 

If you wish to stay for lunch, please add $6. 


