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From Our Prioress . . . 

Dear Friends,  
 
It goes without saying there has never been a Lent quite like this one. 
As we approach the Triduum and the Easter celebration, they, too, 
will be unique. At this writing it is true that life as we know it will 
never be quite the same. There doesn’t seem to be a clear end in sight. 
The COVID-19 virus continues to remind me of the interconnected-
ness of all humanity on our globe. Never were St. Paul’s words more 

true: “We are all one in Christ.” I look for-
ward to the future in hope when we real-
ize our interrelatedness and will continue 
to grow into a gentler and kinder world.  
“As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so 
God surrounds the people from this time 
on and forevermore.” (Psalm 125)  This 
psalm reminds us that God’s all-abiding 
presence is with us during these perplex-
ing times as a source of hope and solace.   
 
The community continues our fidelity to 
praying the Liturgy of the Hours. On Sun-
days we celebrate a Liturgy of the Word 

service.  These have been sacred experiences. I believe many of us 
know now more than ever what it means to hunger for the Eucharistic 
celebration.  We daily remember to pray for all those suffering from 
the many consequences of COVID-19. 
 
All of us remain positive in responding to the isolating restrictions. 
We have been “good sports” and “pitch in” helping where needed.  
Speaking of being good sports, on the scheduled opening day for the 
Reds, Maureen Smain fixed a ballpark meal complete with hot dogs, 
baked beans, apple pie and beer! Through YouTube Sr. Eileen O’Con-
nell showed the 1975 championship Reds’ game. The event was en-
joyed by all. Oh, what happy baseball memories! 
 
Before the virus there were lots of wonderful events occurring at the 
monastery which are reflected in this edition of Leaven. Some of our 
newly planted trees are beginning to show signs of spring growth.  
 
May all experience the surrounding and healing power of God’s love. 
Wishing all a joyous Easter. . . surely it will be one that we won’t for-
get.  
 
Sister Aileen Bankemper, Prioress 
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Chronicles 

By Sr. Mary Tewes, OSB 

Thank you for the “Welcomes” I 
have received on being the new 
chronicler for this awesome com-
munity and newsletter. There is no 
way I can match the great work of 
Sr. Andrea over so many years, but 
I will listen and do my best. 

November — Sr. Emmanuel creat-
ed a new set of O Antiphons and 
had them printed in two sizes; one 
set for individuals, and a larger set 
for churches or monastery settings. 
She also prepared our annual Christ-
mas card in her art studio. It was the 
painting of Madonna and Child by 
Frank Duveneck that hangs in our 
front hall. He painted it when he 
was only 19 especially for the sis-
ters, It hung in the monastery on 
12th Street for a hundred years. This 
card was chosen to commemorate 
the 100th anniversary of Duve-
neck’s death in 1919. 

Nov. 3-9 —National Vocation 
Week, Sr. Cathy Bauer spent a day 
at Seton High School, in Cincinnati, 
speaking with their senior class, at-
tended the Vocation Fair at Marian 
University, Indianapolis, IN and 
spoke with 7th and 8th graders at St 
John XXIII School in Middletown, 
OH. On November 8th, a service 
day at VMA, she welcomed 14 
eighth graders to the monastery for 
two hours cleaning chairs, cabinets 
and talking with the sisters. Three 
Oblates assisted them as well. 

Nov. 8-10 —Sr. Dorothy Schuette 
led a Silent Directed Retreat Week-
end at the Monastery. Two women 
participated and stayed at the Guest 
House.  

Nov. 9—The Diocese celebrated the 
jubilees of Religious Women at the 
10 am Mass at the Cathedral with 
Bishop Foys presiding. Srs. Mary 
Catherine Wenstrup and Joan 
Fraenzle celebrated their 60th Jubi-
lee. It was followed by a luncheon 
for all the jubilarians with the Bish-
op.  

 In the previous issue of Leaven we announced that a grove of 

trees was being planted to replace the oaks that needed to be removed. 

We offered our readers the opportunity to contribute to the purchase 

and planting of the trees. The response was outstanding. Many offered 

to purchase a tree to honor loved ones, both living and deceased. Oth-

ers offered to purchase a tree as a family or to honor the Benedictine 

sisters who had been influential in their lives. A plaque will be made 

to list those who contributed to the project and the honorees.  

 We are so grateful to the donors and look forward to the new 

trees budding soon at our front doors.     Sr. Nancy Kordenbrock  

Thank You to Our 2019-20 Tree Donors 

Rev. William B. Kraynak 

  In Honor of Sr. Deborah 

      Harmelng, OSB 

Mr. & Mrs. Jas. Lockhart, Jr. 

Seiler Family Nieces 

  and Nephews 

    In Memory of the Deceased 

       Members of the Seiler Family  

Madonna Manor, Inc. 

M. Jennifer & Robert A. 

      Murray 

  In Honor of Mary Anne and  

     Butch Wainscott 

Martha & Mike Queenan 

  In Memory of Michael  

      Queenan, Jr. 

Sherrill Remke 

  In Memory of Matthew Remke 

Greg & Debbie Small 

  In Honor of All the Sisters 

Sandra Stanton 

  In Memory of Damian 

    K. Stanton 

Mike & Mary Jo Whelan 

Benedictine Sisters of St.  

   Walburg Monastery 

    In Honor of Greg Fischer &  

       Family 

Mr.  Robert Blackwell 

   In Memory of Barbara 

      Kordenbrock Blackwell 

Joan Breetz 

  In Honor of the Daniel Erb 

      Family 

Elizabeth Brothers 

  In Honor of Sr. David 

     Ruschmann, OSB 

Donna Feder 

  In Honor of the Feder Family 

Cleo B. Hall 

  In Memory of Sr. Mary 

       Lawrence Cannon, OSB 

Fran Hoffman-Ross 

  In Honor of the Children of 

      Ed and Helen Hoffman 

Matthew Hogan 

  In Honor of the Matthew  

     Hogan Family  
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Nov. 9-11 —Sr. Aileen travelled to 
Annunciation Monastery in Bis-
marck, ND to facilitate their writ-
ing of direction statements. 

Nov. 10-15— Sr. Rita Brink, 
along with Srs. Lynn McKenzie 
and Michaela Hedican served as 
Visitators with the sisters of Sacred 
Heart Monastery in Lisle, IL. 

Nov. 16—The community ap-
proved the transfer of Sr. Laura 
Vallimont’s monastic profession 
of stability to St. Walburg Monas-
tery from St. Joseph Monastery in 
St. Mary, PA. She will reside in 
Erie, PA. 

Nov. 20—We welcomed the Amer-
iCorps NCCC Delta 3 Team to live 
at St. Joseph House while they 
worked at Brighton Center in 
Newport, as well as at the Monas-
tery on Wednesdays. They joined 
us for Thanksgiving dinner on 
Wed. Nov. 27 and had a chance to 
meet all the sisters. Their Wednes-
days were very busy here, doing all 
kinds of tasks. On completion of 
their month in Kentucky, they 
joined us for dinner on Sunday, 
Dec. 15, where they were thanked 
with prayer by Sr. Aileen, given 
candy made by Sr. Cathy and re-
ceived Benedictine key-chains as a 
remembrance of us. On Monday 
morning they drove back to their 
headquarters in Mississippi to pre-
pare for their next assignment. It 
was a joy to have these seven 
young people here for this short 
while. 

Nov. 21—The Capital Campaign 
Committee of Villa Madonna 
Academy lead by Mr. Kyle Isaack 
opened the Capital Campaign with 
an evening at Receptions Banquet 
Center in Erlanger, KY, to an-
nounce pledges of major donors. 
Sr. Nancy Kordenbrock is a 
member of that committee, and 
announced our community’s con-
tribution as well. A number of the 
sisters participated in the event.                                                                                                                                                             

Nov. 23— Sr. Aileen and commu-
nity welcomed sixteen of the major 

     The Benedictine Sisters have lived on a bluff above the Ohio Riv-

er since 1903. Way back then the hill was clear of trees and foliage. 

Sheep grazed there on the slope. As time passed and property below 

us changed hands, seedlings took root. Trees grew; the view was di-

minished. Instead of a view of Greater Cincinnati to the east and In-

diana to the west, we had an up-close-and-personal view of trees, 

brush and invasive honeysuckle. The slope was steep in spots. We 

seldom did any clearing. 

     We recently sold a large portion of undeveloped land west of the 

monastery to Ashley Builders Group. Greg Fischer of Fischer 

Homes is one of the builders involved in the project. This past winter 

he told us of his intention to clear part of the hill below the future 

Sanctuary Village, and offered to do some clearing for us. The clear-

ing would be his gift. 

     You should see it now. Standing in front of our Guest House one 

can see the sweep of the Ohio River to the east. Turn to the west and 

one can see the Anderson Ferry in action, the bend in the river, and 

neighboring Indiana. 

     The Benedictine Sisters are grateful to Greg Fischer and to Jason 

Mullins of Pro Innovations whose crew cleared a portion of the 

hillside. Jason cleared only what we requested, careful to go down 

the slope “only so far” and to leave all trees standing of a certain di-

mension. We and our neighbors, their children and dogs are enjoying 

the fruit of their work. 

     Sr. Christa Kreinbrink 

2020 View of the River 

River view from 1920 postcard. 
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persons who assisted us in sale of 
the property to an Appreciation 
Evening. The celebration began with 
Evening Prayer followed by a fes-
tive dinner. The sale will assist us in 
funding our retirement and support-
ing our mission. Those who attend-
ed included Butch Callery, former 
Mayor of Villa Hills and Craig 
Bohman, City Manager, with his 
wife Jody; the Ashley Builders 
Group; staff from Area Planning and 
Development Services; and our at-
torney, Gerry Dusing and his wife, 
Marilyn. The Sancturay Village 
Project is on its way.                                                                                                       

Nov. 24 & 25— Sr. Mary Carol 
Hellmann hosted two Meet the 
Composer events in the Lower Lev-
el. The composer was a former stu-
dent, Carol Jo Nutini (Mrs. Bob 
Colacurcio), who now teaches pi-
ano, does music therapy and com-
poses. She stayed in the Guest 
House with her husband for the 
weekend and then visited with rela-
tives in the area for the Thanksgiv-
ing holidays.  

Nov. 29-Dec. 8— Sr. Dorothy 
Schuette was a member of the team 
of spiritual directors for the Advent 
directed retreats at the Jesuit Spiritu-
al Center, Milford, Ohio. 

Dec. 2-3— Sr. Aileen welcomed the 
prioresses of our daughter and 
granddaughter monasteries: Sr. 
Anita Louise of Ferdinand, IN, Sr. 
Tonette of Cullman, AL and Sr. 
Jennifer Mechtild of Beech Grove, 
IN. They had good sharing sessions, 
as well as meals, prayer and fun 
time together. 

Dec. 3—The Advent Lectio sessions 
began. There were 8 who gathered 
in chapel with Sr. Mary Tewes 
leading. This is also offered each 
Lenten Season on Tuesday eve-
nings, reflecting on the Sunday Gos-
pels.  

Dec. 7—The Benedictine Oblates 
gathered for their annual Advent 
Day. It included Lectio, discussion 
on the presentation, Continuing the 
Tradition of Peace by Sr. Rosann 

     Sister Aileen Bankemper, prioress of St. Walburg Monastery, 

was recently elected chair of the Conference of Benedictine Prior-

esses (CBP) at their annual meeting held in Yankton, South Dako-

ta. There were forty-four participants in attendance from the Unit-

ed States, the Bahamas, Canada and 

Mexico.  

     As chair of the CBP Sr. Aileen will 

provide support and communication 

for the members in order to further the 

vision and values of Benedictine life 

in the Church and contemporary soci-

ety. For over the past 20 years Sr. 

Aileen has been involved with over 

75% of the Benedictine women’s 

communities in the United States 

through her work with them, giving workshops on enhancing mo-

nastic community life, retreats, as well as facilitating elections of 

prioress. Her work has also extended to Ireland, Belize and the 

Philippines.  

     Sr. Aileen will be a delegate to the Communio Internationalis 

Benedictarum, (CIB) an international gathering of Benedictine 

women from 19 regions worldwide, which will be held in Assisi 

and Rome in September 2020.  

     The responsibilities of the chair include preparing the agenda 

for and chairing the annual meeting, conducting meetings with the 

coordinating committee and publishing regular communications 

for the entire membership.  

     Sr. Aileen praises the adaptability of the Rule of Benedict to 

give guidance to women and men who seek God throughout the 

ages and in spite of cultural differences throughout the world. She 

commented that, while the numbers of religious women in some 

parts of the world seem to be diminishing, in other areas of the 

world communities are growing and flourishing and she is happy 

to celebrate our sisterhood with the total Benedictine community. 

     Glad to be an instrument of the Holy Spirit to unite us, she is 

honored to be chosen for this position and is hopeful that the vision 

and values of St. Benedict will continue to serve the Church and 

the world far into the future. 

         Sr. Dorothy Schuette 

Sister Aileen Elected Chair of the  

Conference of Benedictine Prioresses 
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Ocken OSB, Prioress, of Norfolk, 
NE, Noonday Prayer with the com-
munity, and concluded with a great 
pot-luck luncheon. 

Also, on Dec. 7, the 18 young trees 
were planted in front of the Monas-
tery in a grove-like setting by John 
Martini, the landscape architect, 
and his crew.  The tree types in-
clude Firestarter Black Gum, Red 
Pointe Maple and Heritage Oaks. 
Such a welcome sight. An early 
Christmas present! 

December 7& 8—Several sisters 
gave presentations in parishes for 
the Retirement Fund for Religious:  
Sr. Deborah to St. Benedict’s in 
Covington; Sr. Nancy to Holy 
Cross in Latonia; Sr. Kathleen to 
Mary Queen of Heaven in Erlanger; 
and Sr. Dorothy to St. Joseph in 
Cold Springs. We are grateful for 
their sharing our story with the pa-
rishioners. 

This weekend’s issue of the Dioce-
san Messenger included interviews 
with two of our retired sisters Joan 
Fraenzle and Kathleen Ryan.  In 
the same issue Sr. Mary Cathe-
rine Wenstrup shared about her 
vocation and Sr. Cathy Bauer was 
in the group photo of the Serra 
Club meeting.  

Dec. 10— Sr. Estelle Schulte (93) 
died peacefully while the commu-
nity was gathered in prayer for her, 
around 7:30 p.m. The Vigil Service 
was held on Monday, Dec. 16 at 
7:00 p.m., and the Mass of Chris-
tian Burial on Tuesday, Dec. 17 at 
5:20 p.m. Interment in the monas-
tery cemetery on Wednesday, 10:00 
a.m 

Dec. —Sr. Joan Fraenzle has been 
active in her wood working shop, 
creating items for Christmas sales. 
Oblate Joan McAlonan has be-
come her efficient assistant.  

Dec. 12—The Academy’s Jr High 
classes came to the monastery 
along with their partners from the 
kindergarten and first grade, to sing 
some Christmas carols and bearing 
gifts for each sister. 

Our New Development Director 

 

     In the last issue of LEAVEN we announced the appointment of 

Sister Rita Brink as the new Development Director for St. Wal-

burg Monastery. Many of our readers already know Sister Rita, 

but for those who don’t we 

want to give a brief intro-

duction and overview of 

her years of service to the 

community and other insti-

tutions. 

      She served as Prioress 

of St. Walburg Monastery 

from 1998 to 2006 and has 

been an active member of 

local and national commit-

tees on education and reli-

gious life. Sr. Rita has 

taught in many schools in 

the Diocese of Covington, 

Archdiocese of Cincinnati, 

La Junta, Colorado, and 

served as Director of the Alliance for Catholic Urban Education 

for the Diocese of Covington.   For the past six and a half years 

she has served as Administrator of St. Joseph Monastery, St. 

Marys, PA 

     When asked about her new role as Development Director, she 

views her work primarily as raising friends for the community 

with secondary emphasis on raising funds for community needs 

and projects. 

     In the turmoil of the Corona Virus Pandemic, Sister Rita is re-

luctant to put forth ideas and community projects at this time. 

Hopefully, as life returns to normalcy, she will be raising aware-

ness for projects that need attention.  At that time she hopes for 

the continued upport of our many friends and benefactors. 

     We wish Sr. Rita success in her new role as Development Di-

rector. 

       Sr. Margaret Mary Gough 
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Dec. 12-15—Srs. Aileen and Rita 
Brink made a trip to Erie, PA to 
finalize the process for the transfer 
of the monastic profession of sta-
bility of Sr. Laura Vallimont to 
St. Walburg Monastery, from St. 
Joseph Monastery in St. Mary’s 
PA. On their return they shared 
with the community what a delight-
ful experience this was for Sr. 
Laura, the community where she is 
residing and for the two of them.  

Dec. 17-24—The Advent banner in 
chapel receives the O Antiphon 
symbols, one each day, in prepara-
tion for Christmas, when Emmanu-
el is with us. Throughout these 
days, the incoming Christmas cards 
are hung in the hallway for all to 
read and enjoy, by Sr. Mary Rabe, 
monastery coordinator.                                                                                                       

Dec. 18—The Christmas trees were 
set-up around the Monastery, and 
Sr. Cathy was busy stringing the 
lights.  The next day there were tree 
trimming parties in the infirmary 
lounge after lunch and in the refec-
tory after dinner in readiness for the 
big day. 

Dec. 18—A call came from Jean, 
the niece of Fr. Robert Reinke, 
who brings him monthly as confes-
sor for sisters in the Infirmary. He 
has not been well lately and has 
moved to a different retirement 
home. He had made a statement 
that he thought it’s time for a 
younger man to take over this min-
istry. We are grateful for his minis-
try to the community over these 
many years. A Thanksgiving gift 
was delivered to him in his new 
residence at Christmas time.  

Dec. 19—The new equipment gar-
age near the boiler house is nearing 
completion. 

Dec. 20—The annual employees 
Christmas party was held in the 
lower level for the employees and 
volunteers. They all had a delicious 
luncheon, gifts and a good time 
together. This space became the 
gathering place for many celebra-
tions over these days before and 

 On March 7, 2020,  Sr. 

Eileen O’Connell made First 
Monastic Profession at Evening 
Prayer. She professed stability, 

obedience and fidelity to the mo-
nastic way of life with the Bene-
dictine Sisters of St. Walburg 

Monastery. Her family, friends 

and the community of St. 
Walburg witnessed her pro-

fession and Sr. Aileen 

Bankemper, prioress, wit-
nessed her signature to her 
profession document. 

 Sr. Eileen has re-

turned to St. Walburg Mon-
astery after being dispensed 
from her profession in the 

‘90’s. Sr. Eileen has a MA in Theology from St. John’s Univer-
sity and has taught religion in the high school at Villa Madonna 
Academy for 25 years. The St. Walburg community welcomes 

Sr. Eileen’s return and is pleased to have her as a sister compan-

ion in seeking God together. 

St. Walburg Monastery Welcomes  

Two New Members 

 

 Sr. Laura Vallimont became a member 

of St. Walburg Monastery on December 13, 

2019. A former member of St. Joseph Monas-

tery, St. Marys, PA, the first Benedictine Mon-

astery in North America, Sr. Laura transferred 

to St. Walburg Monastery upon the closure of 

St. Joseph Monastery. Sr. Laura resides in Erie, 

PA, where she ministers to the elderly. 
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after Christmas. 

Dec. 21—Sr. Dorothy with her gui-
tar lead a Christmas sing-a-long in 
the infirmary lounge for all who 
could join in. 

Dec. 24—The community celebrat-
ed First Vespers of Christmas and 
the blessing of the crib in chapel, 
then had Christmas dinner in the 
refectory, followed by a special de-
sert and party time around the big 
tree. On Christmas morning we cele-
brated Morning Prayer, Mass and a 
festive brunch for community and 
guests. In the afternoon many sisters 
went to join their families for Christ-
mas festivities. 

Throughout the Advent-Christmas 
Season, several sisters gave reflec-
tions on the Sunday gospel read at 
the Saturday Evening Prayer. We 
were blessed with their inspiring 
presentations. 

Jan. 10-12—Sr. Aileen facilitated 
the direction statement process for 
the Sisters of St. Mary Monastery, 
Rock Island IL. 

Jan. 27-31— Each day during Cath-
olic Schools Week we were enter-
tained by the students from VMA K 
thru 12. On Monday the kinder-
gartners came with a Shapes & Col-
ors Bingo game, and some high 
schoolers ate lunch with us. On 
Tuesday grade 3 came with games 
to share while grade 4 came with 
water colors to paint book-marks, 
and left most of them for the sisters 
in the Infirmary. On Wednesday the 
first graders played cards with us. 
On Thursday the second grade 
played cards with us, and the fifth 
grade played Benedictine Bingo. 
The 6th grade did not get to come, 
so sent Valentines for the Sisters. 
The Jr. High & High School cele-
brated Mass on Tuesday, and did 
many other activities celebrating the 
hallmarks of a Benedictine School. 
On Thursday five sisters went to St. 
Henry High School for a Mass with 
the students to celebrate the week. 

Jan. 30-Feb. 4— Sr. Aileen 
Bankemper traveled to Sacred heart 

Happenings at the Monastery 

Catholic Schools Week 

 at the Monastery 2020 

Left: Sr. Christa Kreinbrink with 

VMA elementary school student 

working with newpapers. 

Below: Sr. Nancy Kordenbrock 

playing shapes and color Bingo with 

VMA elementary student.  

On November 23, the community gave a Thank You dinner to those who 

helped with the sale of our property to the west. Above (left to right)) are 

Srs. Christa Kreinbrink, Aileen Bankemper, Martha Walther, and Marilyn 

and Gerry Dusing. Mr. Dusing served as our respected and skilled lawyer. 

Sr. Martha Walther is his aunt. 



 

9 

Monastery in Yankton, SD, for the 
meeting of prioresses. While there 
she was elected as chair of the Con-
ference of Benedictine Prioresses 
for a three-year term.  

Feb. 9—Sunday afternoon, Mr. 
Don Barth and family came with a 
freezer on his truck filled with ice 
cream, to entertain us with an Ice 
Cream Social.  This was a fun start 
to our Feast Day celebration of St. 
Scholastica. This was followed by 
First Vespers for the Feast. On 
Monday we had Mass, Liturgy of 
the Hours and a festive meal to con-
clude the celebration.  The Serra 
Club provided lovely flowers for 
all our tables, and Mr. & Mrs. 
Clay Beekley sent a large arrange-
ment for the altar.  

Feb. 10-13—Sr. Rustica 
Kayombo, OSB from Tanzania, in 
East Africa, returned for a visit on 
the Feast of St. Scholastica. While 
she was completing her degree in 
Business Administration at Mt. St. 
Joseph College (2018), she would 
join us on Benedictine feast days.  
This month she returned to the 
States to visit friends and do some 
fund raising for the surgery center 
her community is building. We 
were able to provide her with a do-
nation toward this protect. It was so 
good to hear about her work and the 
responsibilities she has been given. 

Feb. 14 thru April 3—A Matter of 
Balance Program is being offered 
at the monastery. This is a lay-led 
program offered by Brighton Cen-
ter to senior citizens. 14 sisters are 
participating in the eight 2-hour 
sessions, with three volunteers lead-
ing the group. 

Feb. 20—Srs. Kimberly Porter 
and Rita Brink organized the 2nd 
Poetry Night which was held in the 
Lower Level. All the sisters were 
invited to bring a poem to read at 
the gathering, and be able to tell 
something about the poet. Fourteen 
sisters shared poems and listened 
intently to the others. All enjoyed 
punch and some Smores to close 

Sister Estelle Schulte, 1926-2019 

Born September 30, 1926 
Received habit, 1946 
First Profession, 1947 

 Sister Estelle Schulte was born on September 30, 1926 to 

Norbert and Irene Faust Schulte and named Mary Catherine. She was 

the third of five children, three brothers and one sister, all of whom are 

deceased. 

 Mary Catherine was a graduate of Holy Cross High School and 

entered St. Walburg Monastery in 1945. 

She became a novice in 1946 and re-

ceived the name Estelle. First profession 

followed in 1947 and perpetual profes-

sion in 1950. Sister Estelle celebrated her 

silver jubilee in 1972, her golden in 1997, 

and her diamond in 2007. 

 Sr. Estelle received her B.A. from 

Villa Madonna College in 1954 and be-

came certified as an elementary librarian 

in 1965. She taught in diocesan elemen-

tary schools for twenty-seven years and 

then served for twenty-five years as ele-

mentary librarian at Villa Madonna 

Academy. During the years at VMA the 

elementary library moved from one loca-

tion to the other within the school. Through about five different moves 

she kept her sense of humor and took it all in stride. 

 Sr. Estelle retired from Villa Madonna in 1999 and two years 

later became monastery sacristan, a position which made use of her 

skills in attending to detail. She served for twelve years as sacristan. 

 A willing and active support staff member, Sr. Estelle was often 

called upon to assist when something needed to be assembled. Neat and 

meticulous, she renewed Liturgy of the Hours binders for nearly thirty 

years. Any major revision required work in removing and adding pages 

of text, music, and in renewing outworn ribbons. Sr. Estelle served on 

every crew with aplomb. 

 Sr. Estelle grew weaker in the past few months, and died as her 

sisters in community prayed the prayers for the dying with her on De-

cember 10, 2019. Vigil service was held the evening of Monday, De-

cember 16 with the Mass of Christian Burial at 5:20 pm, Tuesday, De-

cember 17 at St. Walburg Monastery. Sr. Estelle was interred in St. Wal-

burg Monastery Cemetery on Wednesday morning. Memorials may be 

made to St. Walburg Monastery, 2500 Amsterdam Rd., Villa Hills, KY 

41017. 
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the evening. 

Feb. 25—The community celebrated 
the feast of St. Walburg with Mass, 
Liturgy of the Hours and a festive 
dinner.  

Feb. 26—On Ash Wednesday, the 
Prioress gave a reflection on Chapter 
49 of the Rule of St. Benedict on 
The Keeping of Lent. We were giv-
en a form to name the works we plan 
to do by way of prayer, fasting and 
works of love, as well  They were 
blessed at Saturday Evening Prayer. 

Feb. 27—The Catholic Conference 
of Kentucky called all members of 
the Diocese of Covington to a Day 
at The Capitol, encouraging Catho-
lics to engage with legislators on 
important issues being considered 
during the current 2020 Legislative 
Session.  Sr. Cathy Bauer joined in 
one of the busses going from our 
area to Frankfort. She appreciated 
getting to witness some key bills and 
issues the CCK discussed. 

Feb. 29 —VillaRama, the major 
fund raiser for  VMA,  took place at 
Receptions in Erlanger. The Bene-
dictine Sisters table was full. The 
theme this year: It Takes a Villa-ge. 
Ten of the Sisters joined in the en-
joyable evening, along with the 300 
participants. 

March—The Community Volunteer 
Committee has developed a Service 
Live-In Program, open to young 
women. A flyer was distributed by 
the Committee:  Sr. Cathy Bauer, 
Chair, Sr. Dorothy Schuette, Sr. 
Barbara Woeste, Oblates Gayle 
Underdown, Jessie Lamantia, 
Jody Bowman, and Matty 
McGraw. 

Mar. 7— Eileen O’Connell made 
her First Profession during Evening 
Prayer.   Many of her family and 
friends joined in the celebration. We 
are all very happy that Sr. Eileen is 
among us again. 

Mar. 12-15—Sr. Aileen traveled to 
Annunciation Monastery, Bismarck, 
ND to facilitate the discernment pro-
cess for the election of prioress. 

  Sister Joan Grips-

hover was born on June 9, 1942 

to Aloysius and Anna Grips-

hover and named Patricia Gertrude. 

She was the second of eight chil-

dren, two sisters and five brothers. 

 Patricia was a graduate of St. 

Henry High School and a twelve-

year student there. She entered St. 

Walburg Monastery in 1961. She 

became a novice in 1962 and re-

ceived the name Joan. First profes-

sion followed in 1963 and perpetual 

profession in 1968. Sr. Joan cele-

brated her silver jubilee in 1988 and her golden in 2013. 

 Sr. Joan completed her studies for her RN from Good Samari-

tan Hospital School of Nursing in 1969 and her BES in Nursing Edu-

cation from Thomas More College in 1976. She advanced through the 

Frontier School of Family Nursing and Midwifery in 1983 to become a 

family nurse practitioner. Sr. Joan continued her education through 

courses and workshops for the rest of her life. She was a member of 

the American Academy of Nurse Practitioners and of the Kentucky 

Coalition of Nurse Practitioners and Nurse Midwives. 

 Sr. Joan served as a nurse at Estill County Hospital, Madonna 

Manor and St. Walburg Infirmary. After certification as a nurse practi-

tioner she devoted herself to meeting the healthcare needs of the peo-

ple of Leslie County in eastern Kentucky, who were very fond of her. 

At the same time she served on boards of directors, as a parish planner, 

and on several citizen groups. 

 Joan welcomed her Benedictine sisters to her home in eastern 

Kentucky, taking them on tours of her workplaces in Leslie County. 

She was a fan of the Kentucky parks and loved to visit Breaks Inter-

state Park. She enjoyed bluegrass music and the Kentucky Wildcats. 

 St. Walburg Monastery was Joan’s home after her retirement in 
2015; she assisted however she was able until her health declined and 
she moved to the infirmary in November, 2019. Joan died peacefully 

Sr.  Joan Gripshover, 1942-2020 

Born June 9, 1942 

Received habit in 1962 

First Profession 1963 

(continued on next page) 
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Mar. 12-15— Sr. Kimberly Por-
ter traveled to Emmanuel Monas-
tery, Lutherville, MD and facilitat-
ed the direction setting process in 
preparation for their election of pri-
oress later this year.                                                                                                   

Mar. 13—Many schools and insti-
tutions of learning were closed for a 
month to keep from spreading the 
Coronavirus, which is now named 
as a pandemic. Our Lenten Spiritu-
ality Day was cancelled for March 
14, as well as the Lectio Sessions 
on Tuesdays, and our Penance Ser-
vice on the 18th. Other precautions 
have been announced limiting visi-
tors and suspended Masses and oth-
er public events until further notice. 

March 14—Sr. Dorothy Schuette 
participated in the Lenten day of 
Reflection at St. Cecilia Parish, In-
dependence, KY, where she gave 
one of the presentations.. 

March 15— Sr. Aileen put out a 
memo announcing that we would 
not be accepting any visitors or ob-
lates for any gatherings or liturgies 
for at least 3 weeks. So all our 
planned events; Lenten Spirituality 
Day, Oblate Gatherings, Directed 
Retreat Weekend, Masses, Penance 
Service were all cancelled.   

March 17— A letter came from 
Bishop Roger Foys, calling for the 
suspension of all Masses. 

March 30— Sr. Joan Gripshover 
(77) died this evening around 8:00 
p.m. in the Infirmary, after months 
of extreme discomfort from pulmo-
nary fibrosis. She had been in the 
care of Hospice for a short time.  
The community gathered for Pray-
ers on the Death of a Sister in and 
around her room. We had a private 
service at Evening Prayer on Fri-
day, April 3 with the community 
only. There will be a Mass of 
Christian Burial with her cremains 
when her family can gather. Many 
of them live at a distance from the 
monastery. 

 

 

Sr.  Joan Gripshover, 1942-2020 (con’t) 

the evening of March 30, 2020. 

 Sr. Joan is survived by her brothers Al (Carol), Ron (Sharon) 

and Carl (Jean), her sister Mary Lou Hannick (Wayne), her sister-in-

law Roxanne Gripshover, many nieces, nephews and friends, and her 

Benedictine community. A private service was celebrated on April 3 

at St. Walburg Monastery. A Vigil Service and Mass of Christian 

Burial will be celebrated at a later date. Memorials may be made to 

St. Walburg Monastery, 2500 Amsterdam Rd, Villa Hills, KY 41017. 

Benedictine Sisters Initiate 

 Volunteer Service Live-In Program 

 
 

VOLUNTEER SERVICE 

LIVE-IN PROGRAM 
 

Single Catholic women are invited to volunteer to serve and 

experience the Benedictine tradition by living within our 

community and joining us in prayer, work and leisure. 
  

Live together with the sisters and participate in the monastic daily life. 
 

Share your gifts and talents and discover new ones by serving in 

healthcare, education, retreat planning, music ministry, culinary arts,  

 website/computer assistance, horticulture and more. 
 

Individualized schedule arranged with the volunteer for her live-in 

experience. 
 

      

Contact:  Sr. Cathy Bauer, OSB       
        bauerosb@yahoo.com 

        859-331-6324 
 

  St. Walburg Monastery 2500 Amsterdam Rd. 

               Villa Hills, KY 41017 

               www.stwalburg.org 
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This list represents those who made donations to the community 

 from Jan. 1-Dec. 31, 2019 

Maura Adams 

Jim & Toni Akers 

Jacqueline Eibel Alexander 

Rose Marie Allen 

Ana & John McCarty 

Sarah & Roger Andrews 

Dr. & Mrs. Howard Anneken,  

   Jr. 

Anonymous 

Ms. Martha Arlinghaus 

Millicent Arlinghaus 

John Avalos 

Gerald & Beverly Bailey 

Nancy Inge Baker 

Elisabeth A. Balonis 

Bartlett & Co Wealth 

   Management 

Joe & Carol Bauer 

Mary E. Bauer 

Ms. Phyllis J. Beck 

Katherine Beedle 

Mr. & Mrs. J. David Bender 

Elaine Berberich 

Marilyn & Teresa Bertke 

Charles Biery 

Victoria Phyllis Biga 

Rosemary Bilz 

Joyce H. Blanchet 

Barbara T.  Blank 

Mr. & Mrs. John Blau 

Annmarie Bogusz 

Mr. & Mrs. Craig Bohman 

Mr. & Mrs. Kerry Booker 

Jim & Kathy Boswell 

Karen & Harold Blocher 

Ms. Phyllis C. Boyce 

Shirley Bradford 

Earnest A. Brady, Sr. 

Norma  & Doug Branch 

Betty Sue Brandner 

John Brinkley 

Mr. Thomas Brinkman, Sr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald R. 

   Brockmeier 

Jaqualine Brumm 

Connie J. Burger 

Mrs. Joan Burke 

Mark & Linda Byrley 

Mary & Margaret Byron 

Ann Cahill 

Jim & Mary Cahill 

Mary Lou Cain 

Butch Callery 

Carol & Jim Collins 

Helen Carroll 

Gina Casey 

Century Construction Inc. 

Clara & Leonard Chimel 

Ronald & Linda  Christensen 

John & Vickie Cimprich 

Mrs. Joyce A. Cissell 

Nancy S. Clemons 

Donna L. Cliff 

Eugenie Coakley 

Mary Coleman 

Elinor A. Robke-Comer & 

   John Comer 

Timothy J. Connair 

Conners & Co., Inc. 

Bob & Carol Conners 

Kathleen Conway 

Mrs. Margaret Coomer 

Gary & Robin Crone 

Mary Louise Cross 

Janet Cull 

Brenda & Harry Culyer 

William & Wendy Curry 

Marilyn & William C. Dehlinger 

Ms. Virginia Delaney 

Ann F. Dietz 

Tom & Patti Dietz 

June Dineen 

Eugene & Margie Dirr 

Charlene Doll 

Martha Donahue 

Mike & Theresa Donnellon 

Sr. Kathy Donohue, OP 

Mr. & Mrs. David Due 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Dunn 

Victoria Eaton 

Judith & Edward Egan 

Mary Kay & George Egan 

Monica Egger 

Mr. Fred Elgrim 

Steve & Mary Ellen Elsbernd 

Thomas & Judith Elsbernd 

Sharon R. Enzweiler 

Gail Farrell 

Donna Feder 

Rosemary Fischer 

Fisher Auto Parts 

Elaine M. Fite 
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Donna M. Flick 

Rob & Horace Foncannon 

Bill & Joy Fotsch Family Fund 

Marie & Jeff Franxman 

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Franxman 

Mr. & Mrs. David Franxman 

Ms. Emily A. Franxman 

Marilyn Franxman 

Mr. Paul Franxman 

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Franxman 

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Franxman 

Mr. Walter Franxman 

Deacon Gerald Franzen 

Sandra & James Gaines 

Mary Elizabeth Garcia 

Laura Gartman 

Frances Gauck 

Patrick Gaughan 

Rick &  Anne Gaunder 

Ms. Maureen Gilmore 

Joyce & Patrick Ginney 

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Gremillion 

Mr.  Ronald  J. Gripshover 

Barbara Gronefeld 

Barbara Grubbs 

Kimberly Gunning 

Mary & Martin Haas 

Mr. George Hageman 

Margie Hardebeck 

George W. Harmeling 

Miriam Miller Hays 

Dennis J. Heeb 

Anne Hegge 

Martha Heidkamp 

Mrs. Mary Patricia Hemmer 

Rev. Robert J. Henderson 

Kristine & Glenn Henning 

Ms. Therese Hensley 

Juanita Hergott 

Margaret Heyl 

Raymond J. Hils 

John & Shirley. Hoerlein 

Bonnie M. Hofman 

Lynne & Joe Horning 

John Humpert 

Hut Athletic Club 

Heather & Brian Jansen 

Irene Jentz 

Louise & Bruce Jewett 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Kalker 

The Keehn Family 

Mrs. Helen F. Keesee 

Robert & Ruth Kemper 

Janice Kennedy 

Carol & John Kerr 

Connie & Ray Kingsbury 

John & Carol Kirn 

Ann Klenda 

Marylou Klene 

Nancy & Richard Klus 

Christina Knobloch 

Tracy & Marvin Koenig 

J. A. Kohlhepp 

Jim & Stella Konerman 

Rev. William B. Kraynak 

Gwendolyn & Al Krebs 

Don & Jill Kremer 

Lou & Margie Kreutzer 

Kenneth & Cassandra 

   Krumpelman 

Sheri Kuhlman 

Jim & Cecilia Kumpf 

Jessie & Stephen Lamantia 

Mary Patrick Latham 

Sue Ann Lazar 

Mary Ledford 

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Lenen 

Jamie Leslie 

Mr.  Jack Lewin 

Thomas & Pat Litzler 

William Lloyd 

Mr. & Mrs. Jas. Lockhart, Jr. 

Miss Carole Lonneman 

Jane & Stephen Lorenz 

Delma Lucas-Santos 

Jeannine Ludwig 

Mary Lueke 

Terry Lunn 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Lynch 

Jeannine Macke 

Mary Alice Mairose 

Jacinta Maley 

Amy & John P. Malone 

Patricia Blanger Martin 

Shirley J. Martin 

Dan & Rachel Martis & Family 

Joe & Mary Lou Marusin 

Margie Maschmeyer 

Frank & Judy  Mayfield, Jr. 

Lois McClure 

Rev. James Meade 

Mr. Al Meese 

Paul & Julia Meier 

Steve & Jane Meier 

Dr. & Mrs. Richard Menke 

Linda & Timothy Mercer 

Joan Merten 

Joyce Ann Metz 
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Mr. & Mrs. Richard Michalack 

Connie & Bruce Milam 

Mr.  William Miller 

Loraine Schulkens Moehlman 

William & Kathleen Moller 

William L. Montague 

Margaret Morehead 

John Morrison & Irene Jentz 

Joan Moser 

Kevin & Mary Moser 

Becky, Courtney, Rachel, 

   Erin & Ellen Motley 

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Harper 

Mary & Ed Muntel 

M. Jennifer & Robert A. Murray 

Margaret Neagle 

Mary Ann Nestheide 

Jerome & Kathleen Neuhaus 

Mary Anne Neuhaus 

Dennis & Kathy Nolan 

Jane E. Noll 

Heather  Sheehan O'Brien 

Kevin J. O'Brien 

Eileen O'Connell 

Paul & Beverly O'Daniel 

David  Oldendick 

Margaret N. Owens 

Walter & Teri Pagan 

Mike & Sue Page 

Henry Palka 

Elizabeth M. Penn 

Nanette & Joseph Polito 

Phyllis J. Popham 

Jeffrey Porter 

David & Patricia Quast 

Martha & Mike Queenan 

R. Sam & Charlotte Mayo 

Ann Rabe 

Hank Rabe 

Eduardo A. & Sheila A. Rabel 

Dorothy Radenheimer 

Joseph & Gertrude Ralenkotter 

Rev. Ronald & Mary Anne Rall 

Mary Leonhard Ran 

Tom & Carol Rasp 

Dave & Linda Rechtin 

Drs. Michele & Kevin 

   Redden-Borowski 

Ron & Doris Redder 

Peyton & Mary Louise Reed 

Sherrill Remke 

Connie Renker 

Ms. Kay Reynolds 

Mr. William B. Rice 

Lois Ricketts 

Carol & Brian Rieger 

Beth Robinson 

Mrs. Dolores Robinson 

Judy  Robinson 

Sara Robinson 

Denise & James Romer 

Ann K. Ross 

Nancy D. Rowles 

Joseph Ruark 

Sharon Rust 

Marie Blau Salazar 

Tom Scally 

Carol B.  Schaefer 

Mr. Gregory Schaffer 

Sandra & Gary Schanding 

Rev. Timothy Schehr 

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Scherder 

Denise Schickling 

Joe & Ginny Schmidt 

Rev. Leo Schmidt 

Mr. & Mrs. Jace Schneider 

Gregory & Karen Schnelle 

Kelly Schoen 

James E. Schumacher 

Tim Schwartz 

Patricia Scott 

Mr. Ty Scott 

Seiler Family Nieces & 

  Nephews 

Noreen Seiter 

Mrs. Ruth Seligman-Doering 

Jo Ann Seltman 

Dr. Sudhir Sen 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Sigler 

John and Diane Sinclair 

Mrs. Marilyn Smain 

Maureen Smain 

James & Amanda Smith 

Ms. Marie Annette Sonnier 

Pam Spoor 

St. Francis Seraph School 

D. Carole Stallmeyer 

Joe & Regina Stambush 

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Stauber 

Nancy D. Staurovsky 

Lawrence & Marilyn Stegman 

Arlene Stephenson 

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Stiegler 

Richard & Rene Sullivan 

Sr. Rose Sullivan, SCN 

Reva Talbert & Linda Doherty 

The Tamborskis 

Judy TenEyck 
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Laura Tenzel 

Elaine Thebus 

Stephen Theissen 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Thelen 

Kathy S. Timpe 

Theresa Tran 

Ms. Ruth Traut 

Gayle Underdown 

Chelsea Vaal 

Mrs. Ginny Van Hagen 

Judith Vanderpool 

Skip & Diane Vara 

Villa Madonna Academy 

Ms. Denise Vocke 

Betty Lou Volker 

Pamela M. Walsh 

Rev. Steven Walter 

George & Katherine 

   Walther 

Joyce Walz 

Paul & Kathleen Webster 

Beverly A. Wellbrock 

Robert & Dorothy Wenz 

Theresa M. Wermeling 

Donna  Wesseler 

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory West 

Richard & Elaine West 

Mike & Mary Jo Whelan 

Bob & Mary Jane Wiethe 

Joe & Dorothy Willett 

William & Carol Fausz 

Catherine J. Williams 

Kenneth & Kathleen 

   Williams 

Alice & Don Wintersheimer 

Frances & Aaron Wolfe- 

   Bertling 

Beth G. Wood 

Margaret Wood 

Gene & Sue Woolridge 

Virginia & Charles Yancey 

Ronald & Mary Lee Yeager 

Debbie Youtsey 

Mr. John Zalla 

Mrs. Peggy Zeil 

Joan Zembrodt 

Mrs. Louella Zimmer 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Zimmer 

In Honor of ... 

All my teachers 

  Ms. Kay Reynolds 

All Saints Day 

  Carol & Jim Collins 

All the Benedictine Sisters who 
taught us at Mary, Queen of 
Heaven, Blessed Sacrament and 
Villa Madonna Academy 

  Tom & Carol Rasp 

Martha Arlinghaus 

  Betty Sue Brander 

Sr. Aileen Bankemper, OSB 

  Kelly Schoen 

Benedictine Sisters of St. Wal-
burg Monastery 

  Rev. James Meade 

  Mr. James T. Redwine 

Betty Bradbury's 90th birthday 

  Sharon Rust 

Sr. Andrea Collopy, OSB 

  Charlene Doll    

  Mary Kay & George Eagan 

  Mary & Martin Haas 

  Joyce & Patrick Ginney 

  Frank & Judy Mayfield, Jr. 

  Mary Leonhard Ran 

  Denise & James Romer 

  Marie Blau Salazar 

  Catherine J. Williams   

 Sr. Victoria Eisenman, OSB 

  Mr. & Mrs. John Blau 

Sr. Joan Fraenzle, OSB 

  John & Shirley Hoerlain 

Marilyn Franxman's 90th 

      birthday 

  Anonymous 

  Rosemary Bilz  

 Mr. & Mrs. John Blau  

  Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Franxman 

  Ms. Emily A. Franxman 

  Laura Gartman 

  Jacinta Maley 

  Dan & Rachel Martis & Family 

  Joan Merten   

  Mr. & Mrs. Jace Schneider   

  Gregory & Karen Schnelle 

  Pamela M. Walsh 

 Richard & Elaine West 

Sr. Margaret Mary Gough, OSB 

  Nancy & Richard Klus 

Srs. Margaret Mary, Denise & 
Stella Gough, OSB 

  Mr. & Mrs. Gregory West 

Sr. Joan Gripshover, OSB 

  Mr. Ronald J. Gripshover 

  Sue Ann Lazar 

Sr. Deborah Harmeling, OSB 

  George W. Harmeling 

  Rev. William B. Kraynak 
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81st birthday of Rev. Robert 
Henderson 

  Joe & Ginny Schmidt 

Sr. Ann John Kotch, OSB 

  Elisabeth A. Balonis 

  Victoria Phyllis Biga 

  M. Jennifer & Robert A. 

    Murray 

Sr. Ann Middendorf, OSB 

  Miriam Miller Hays 

My Benedictine Teachers at 
Holy Cross 

  Mary Lueke 

My Wonderful Teachers at 
VMA 

  Elinor A. Robke-Comer &  

   John Comer 

Sr. Emmanuel Pieper, OSB 

  Timothy J. Connair 

  George W. Harmeling    

  Joe & Mary Lou Marusin 

  Dr. & Mrs. Richard Menke  

Sr. Sharon Portwood, OSB 

  Kristine & Glenn Henning 

Sr. David Ruschmann, OSB 

   Elizabeth Brothers 

  John Humpert 

   Lois Ricketts  

Sr. Dorothy Schuette, OSB 

  Jim & Stella Konerman 

  Nancy D. Rowles    

  Joe & Dorothy Willett  

Sr. Henrietta Seiler, OSB 

  Margaret Heyl 

  Mr. Jack Lewin 

 Mary Ann Nestheide 

 

Those she has asked us to hold 
in prayer 

  Sharon Rust  

Mary Ann & Butch Wainscott 

  M. Jennifer & Robert A. Murray 

Sr. Martha Walther, OSB 

  George & Katherine Walther 

Cheryl & Tim Weber 

  Barbara Gronefeld 

Sr. Colleen Winston, OSB 

  Mr. Gregory Schaffer 

Sr. Barbara Woeste, OSB 

  Gene & Sue Woolridge 

Sr. Charles Wolking, OSB 

  Rob & Horace Foncannon 

Sr. Mary Peter Youtsey's 90th 
birthday 

  Sharon Rust 

Sr. Mary Peter Youtsey, OSB 

  Jaqualine Brumm 

  Lois McClure 

  Phyllis Popham 

In Memory of ... 

Doris Lee Hall Akers 

  Jim & Toni Akers 

Bob Aldridge 

  Mark & Linda Byrley 

  Barbara Grubbs  

  R. Sam & Charlotte Mayo 

  Jane E. Noll    

 Judy Robinson 

 Stephen Theissen  

Jack Alexander 

  Mr. & Mrs. Jas. Lockhart, Jr. 

David L. Anneken 

   Earnest A. Brady, Sr.  

Sisters Clarita & Xavier Anneken, 
OSB 

  Elaine Thebus 

Sr. Gemma Anneken, OSB 

 Janice Kennedy 

The Anneken Sisters (Srs. Gemma, 
Clarita, Xavier & Juanita) 

  Mr. & Mrs. Jim Stiegler 

James Aquino 

  Becky, Courtney, Rachel, Erin & 

     Ellen Motley 

Sr. Martina Arnold, OSB 

   Gerald & Beverly Bailey 

Mildred Barhorst 

  George W. Harmeling 

Sherry Barton 

 Mr. & Mrs. Richard Zimmer  

John Bauer    

  Mary E. Bauer 

Mary Beck 

  Tom Beck 

Benedictine Sisters of Covington, 
LA 

  Ms. Marie Annette Sonnier 

Ron Berberich 

  Elaine Berberich 

Carl Bertke    

  Marilyn & Teresa Bertke 

Thomas Bolin 

  Norma & Doug Branch 

Carol Brinkley 

  John Brinkley 

Therese & Frank Burden 

  Mr. & Mrs. J. David Bender 

Rev. John W. Cahill 

   Gene & Sue Woolridge 
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Sr. Betty Cahill, OSB 

  Gina Casey 

Joyce Brink Callery 

  Anonymous 

  Bartlett & Co Wealth  

    Management 

  Ms. Phyllis J. Beck 

  Katherine Beedle 

  Connie J. Burger 

  Jim & Mary Cahill 

  Butch Callery 

  Gina Casey  

  Century Construction Inc. 

  Ronald & Linda Christensen 

  Donna L. Cliff  

  Bob & Carol Conners 

  Conners & Co., Inc 

  Gary & Robin Crone 

  Brenda & Harry Culyer 

  William & Wendy Curry 

  Marilyn & William C.  

      Dehllinger 

  Ann F. Dietz 

  Mike & Theresa Donnellon  

  Steve & Mary Ellen Elsbernd 

  Thomas & Judith Elsbernd 

  Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Harper 

  Bonnie M. Hofman  

  Hut Athletic Club 

  Heather & Brian Jansen 

  Mr. & Mrs. Jack Kalker 

  The Keehn Family 

  John & Carol Kirn 

  Connie & Ray Kingsbury 

  Christina Knobloch 

  Kenneth & Cassandra 

      Krumpelman 

  Sheri Kuhlman 

  Thomas & Pat Litzler 

  Mr. & Mrs. Jas. Lockhart, Jr. 

  Amy & John P. Malone 

  Paul & Julia Meier  

  William & Kathleen Moller 

  William L. Montague 

  Jerome & Kathleen Neuhaus 

  Mary Anne Neuhaus 

  Dennis & Kathy Nolan  

  Walter & Teri Pagan  

  Dorothy Radenheimer 

  Dave & Linda Rechtin 

  Beth Robinson 

  Cynthia Rorer  

  Sandra & Gary Schanding   

  Denise Schickling 

  Tim Schwartz 

  John and Diane Sinclair 

  Mrs. Marilyn Smain 

  D. Carole Stallmeyer 

  Richard & Rene Sullivan 

  Reva Talbert & Linda 

       Doherty 

  Kathy S. Timpe 

  Beverly A. Wellbrock 

  Robert & Dorothy Wenz 

  Kenneth & Kathleen Williams 

  Mike & Mary Jo Whelan 

  Frances & Aaron Wolfe- 

      Bertling 

  Beth G. Wood 

  Villa Madonna Academy 

  Mrs. Peggy Zeil 

  Mr. & Mrs. Richard 

      Zimmer 

Tom Collopy 

  Norma & Doug Branch 

  Eugene & Margie Dirr 

  Anne Hegge 

  Shirley J. Martin 

Sr. Carla Cook, OSB 

  William Lloyd 

David Coullard 

  Henry Palka 

Sr. Cecilia Daigle, OSB 

  Mr. & Mrs. Ronald 

       Gremillion 

Sr. Hilarine Deavy, OSB 

  Elaine M. Fite 

Cathy Dietrick 
(VMA1979) 

  Charlene Doll 

Sr. Margaret Mary Dress-
man, OSB 

  Sarah & Roger Andrews 

  Helen Carroll  

Vincent & Loretta Dress-
man 

  Jo Ann Zoller 

Sr. Francis Anne Durbin, 

   CDP 

  Clara & Leonard Chimel 

Sr. Joann Dziolek, OSB 

  Annmarie Bogusz 

Sr. Regis Egger, OSB 

  Ann Klenda 

Sr. Martha Feder, OSB 

  Donna Feder    

  Mary Ledford 

  Rev. Steven Walter 
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Ardyth Flottman 

  Villa Madonna Academy Alumni 

       Association 

John H. Franxman 

  Marilyn Franxman 

  Paul Franxman 

  Mr. & Mrs. Jace Schneider 

Sr. Justina Franxman, OSB 

  Joe & Carol Bauer  

  Eugenie Coakley  

  Mr. & Mrs. Kerry Booker  

  Mr. & Mrs. Larry Dunn  

  Monica Egger  

  Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Franxman 

  Mr. & Mrs. David Franxman 

  Ms. Emily A. Franxman 

  Marie & Jeff Franxman  

  Marilyn Franxman 

  Mr. Paul Franxman 

  Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Franxman 

  Mr. & Mrs. Steven Franxman 

  Mr. Walter Franxman 

  Joyce & Patrick Ginney 

  Margie Hardebeck 

  Ms. Therese Hensley 

  Jane & Stephen Lorenz  

  Mr. & Mrs. Charles Lynch   

  Mary Alice Mairose 

  Dan & Rachel Martis  

     & Family  

  Linda & Timothy Mercer 

  Joan Merten 

  Mr. & Mrs. Richard 

       Michalack 

  Mr. William Miller  

  Joan Moser    

  Sherrill Remke 

   Carol B. Schaefer  

  Mr. & Mrs. Ron Scherder 

  Mr. & Mrs. Jace Schneider 

   Mr. & Mrs. Richard Sigler  

  Pam Spoor 

  Nancy D. Staurovsky 

   Ms. Denise Vocke 

  Donna Wesseler 

Alma Fricke  

  Rosemary Fischer 

George & Bertha Higdon 

  Judith & Edward Egan 

Denise Gilmore 

  Ms. Maureen Gilmore 

George O. & Ella M.  

     Harmeling 

  George W. Harmeling 

Ruth, Rita & Mary 

     Harmeling 

  George W. Harmeling 

Sr. Helen Hergott, OSB 

  Rosemary Bilz 

  Mr. & Mrs. John Blau 

  Juanita Hergott 

  Mary Ledford 

  Mr. & Mrs. Richard 

      Michalack  

  Mr. William Miller 

  Mary & Ed Muntel 

  Marie Blau Salazar  

  Lawrence & Marilyn 

      Stegman 

  Ronald & Mary Lee Yeager 

   Joan Zembrodt 

Sr. Frances Jacobs, OSB 

  Mr. Al Meese 

Rev. Herman Kamlage 

  Margaret Morehead 

John Kotch 

  Elisabeth A. Balonis 

Mr. & Mrs. Ferd Kruetzkamp 

  Ann K. Ross 

Dolores Landwehr 

   Mrs. Joyce A. Cissell 

Ray Losey 

  Mrs. Ginny Van Hagen 

Louisiana Benedictines who 
transferred to St. Walburg 

  Anonymous 

Loraine Schulkens Moehlman 

  Shirley Bradford 

Pamela J.  Neal 

  Phyllis J. Popham 

Elizabeth O'Daniel  

  Paul & Beverly O'Daniel 

Sr. Philomena Rarreick, OSB 

  Elaine M. Fite 

Janet Rice    

  Betty Lou Volker 

Tom Robinson    

  Sara Robinson 

Lawrence & Grace Roebel 

  Betty Lou Volker 

Rev. James Ryan 

  Mary Lou Cain 

George & LaVerne Schewe 

  Jim & Cecilia Kumpf 

Sr. Annita Schirmer, OSB 

  Mrs. Margaret Coomer 

Sr. Estelle Schulte, OSB    

  Joyce H. Blanchet 

  Robert & Ruth Kemper 

  Mr. & Mrs. Richard Michalack 
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We make every effort to keep our 

listings of donors error free. If you 

find any mistakes, please accept our 

apologies and contact Sr. Deborah 

Harmeling, OSB (859-331-6771 or 

sdhosb@yahoo.com) about correc-

  Kevin & Mary Moser 

  Arlene Stephenson 

Patricia A. Scott 

  Millicent Arlinghaus 

  Betty Sue Brandner  

  Kimberly Gunning 

  Mr. & Mrs. Jas. Lockhart, Jr. 

  Elizabeth M. Penn  

  Mr. Ty Scott 

  The Tamborskis 

Sr. Jean Scott, OSB  

   Mr. Ty Scott 

Mark Seifried 

  Butch Callery 

Anna Cecil Seltman 

 Jo Ann Seltman 

Paul R. Seltman 

  Jo Ann Seltman 

 

Sisters at Holy Cross High 
School 1945-1949 

  Mr. Al Meese 

Sisters who served at St. John 
Orphanage & St. Henry High 
School 

  Mr. William Miller 

Anna Marie Smith 

  Joe & Regina Stambush 

Srs. Mary Ann Wolking & 
Pauline Rice, OSB 

  Nancy & Richard Klus 

Damian K. Stanton 

  Sandra Stanton 

Sr. Dominic Sullivan, OSB 

  Anonymous    

  Sr. Rose Sullivan, SCN 

Sr. Philippine Swett, OSB 

  Mrs. Joan Burke 

Deborah Theissen    

  Mary Lou Cain 

Srs. Anselma & Veronica 
Weibel, OSB 

  Sharon R. Enzweiler 

Deceased members of the 
Weibel Family 

  Mr. & Mrs. Lee Stauber 

Teresa R. Wiethe 

  Bob & Mary Jane Wiethe 

Judy Zimmer 

  Phyllis J. Popham 

Raymond Zoller 

  Jo Ann Zoller 

  

     Encouraging Signs 

The City of Villa Hills asked 

citizens to make signs of en-

couragement and hope dur-

ing the COVID-19 crisis so 

that walkers and people driv-

ing by would see them. There 

is a contest for the best signs 

nominated by viewers. 

We decided that our front 

gates would be the best place 

for the signs to be seen. We 

asked the Benedictine com-

munity to come up with text 

for the signs. Sr. Emmanuel 

Pieper, our artist, (pictured 

here) worked on them and 

added graphics and the Em-

manuel touch. 



 

20 

CHRIST IS RISEN! 

Jesus Christ, risen in glory, call us 

forth from the tomb of COVID-19. 

In your mercy, break the chains of 

death and give healing to 

humanity and the world. 

Fill us with new life and 

pour out your grace upon 

us. 


